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What qualities does God want us to develop 
in our children? No need to guess. Scripture 
tells us specifically: “And what does the 
LORD require of you? To act justly and to 
have mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God” (Micah 6:8). These three requirements 
are a basis for evaluating our children’s 
character development: 

1. Are my children learning to act 
justly? That is, to deal honestly and fairly 
with others, and to respect, care for and 
intervene on behalf of the weak, vulnerable 
and oppressed? (Or are they compromising 
in matters of morals and integrity, and 
passively accepting society’s mistreatment 
of those for whom God says we should 
speak up?) 

2. Are my children learning to be 
merciful? That is, to discern with sensitivity 
the personal and spiritual needs of others in 
family, school, community, society and 
world, and reach out to them in love and 
compassion? (Or are they part of a clique 
that snubs the non-cool, or so absorbed in 
their own activities, interests and 
possessions that they don’t see or care 
about the hurting people around them?) 

3. Are my children learning to walk 
humbly with their God? That is, to know 
Him personally, to have a consistent daily 
time devoted only to Him, and to exercise a 
humility that recognizes His lordship and 
their servanthood for Him and others? (Or 
are they too busy to spend time with God, 
and too self-proud and self-sufficient to 
realize they desperately need God’s help to 
do all that is worth doing?) 

Teaching our children the truth is absolutely 
necessary, but it is not sufficient. The solid 
foundation for a life is not just hearing the 
words of God, but doing them (Matthew 7:24
-27). By our own example as their parents, 
we must teach our children God’s truth, 
demonstrating it in application and 
obedience. The truth that time must be spent 
with God must be demonstrated by the time 
we spend with God. The truth about Christ’s 
forgiveness must be shown as we seek and 
grant forgiveness in our home. The truth that 
evangelism is important must be 
demonstrated by our efforts in evangelism. 
As parents, we must model our stated 
convictions with courage and devotion. 
Otherwise what we do will speak so loudly 
they won’t hear a word we’re saying. 

Sometimes our children will fail to listen to 
us. Seldom will they fail to imitate us. 
 
(http://www.churchleaders.com/children/childrens-ministry
-articles/246794-developing-godly-qualities-children.html) 

– Randy Alcorn 

For more information, see above link 

POWERSOURCE 
ASK GOD: 

1. To help your kids act justly, have 

mercy, and walk humbly with 

their God. 

2. To help you demonstrate to your 

kids God’s truth as well as telling 

them. 

3. To show your kids the value of 

spending time with God. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%206.8


 
TEACHABLE  
MOMENTS 

 
In Jesus’ Steps  
Have family members take off their 
shoes. Read aloud John 13:1-15, about 
Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. Say: 
In Bible times, servants washed the 
dirty feet of guests. It was a lowly 
job, but Jesus did it to show how we 
can serve other people. 
 

Take turns giving one another foot 
massages. Ask: Why was Jesus 
willing to be a servant? How can we 
encourage each other to serve? 
 
Have family members use wet-erase 
markers to write the name of someone 
they’d like to serve on the bathroom 
mirror during the week. This will be a 
reminder to follow through on your 
service ideas. 
 
Close in prayer: Dear Jesus, thank 
you for coming to serve us. Help us 
love you by serving people around 
us. In your name we pray, amen. 

 

 

 Act Justly, Have Mercy 

 
Direct your children onto the right path,  

and when they are older, they will not leave it. 
—Proverbs 22:6 

 

 
Mercy and justice is expressed through our actions. Serving God by 
serving others and being kind doesn’t necessarily mean you need to 
travel across the world on a mission trip, though. Opportunities abound in 
our homes, churches, schools, neighborhoods, and communities to meet 
other people’s needs—and, by doing so, to show our love and gratitude 
to God. Children are pre-wired for service, so they’ll be more eager to 
help out than you might expect. Just watch out: Your kids will begin to 
view the world from a whole new perspective. Coming face to face with 
human need is truly transformative! Use these ideas to help you act 
justly, have mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

• At home, provide Helper’s 
Hints. On slips of paper, have 
kids write or draw a picture of a 
way to serve each family 
member. Then place the slips in 
a decorated shoebox. Examples 
include “Make Mom’s bed,” “Give 
a hug,” or “Empty the 
dishwasher.” Each morning, kids 
can choose a slip and use the 
hint to serve someone that day. 
Regularly add new ideas to the 
box. 

  
 Pack shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child. Let 
your kids help to choose the gifts 
and explain how your box will 
help other kids. 
 
 Consider sponsoring a child 
as a family.  Cherish a Child is 

The Salvation Army’s child 
sponsorship programme. It costs 
$25 per month for child 
sponsorship, otherwise the 
FOOD scheme (Families Offer 
One Dollar) costs $1 a week.  
See www.salvationarmy.org.nz/
support-us/child-sponsorship 
 
• In the community, serve as 
volunteer readers at local 
schools and libraries. Older 
kids can tutor or be “buddies” to 
younger kids who need extra 
attention.  

• Enlist children in the CSS: 
Christian Secret Service. 
Deploy kids for undercover 
operations by having them serve 
others covertly. They can leave 
sidewalk-chalk messages, deliver 
cards to a local nursing home, or 
pick up rubbish at a favourite 
park. 
 
• Donate or help at a food 
bank. Discuss how God provides 
for us in amazing ways. (For 
example, read about the 
Israelites and manna in Exodus 
16:11-18.) 
 
 Be good neighbours! Older 

kids can help with lawn work, 
painting, and house- and pet-
sitting. Younger children can 
provide company to elderly or 
homebound people, bringing 
flowers or cards during visits. 
 
 For younger kids, give them 
some food and then show them 
that you have none. Ask them if 
they’d be happy to share with 
you. You could also try this with 
toys—tell them there are some 
kids in the world (and in their own 
town) that don’t have toys. Ask if 
they would like to give some toys 
away for another child to enjoy 
them. Don’t be discouraged if 
they don’t want to. 



 

 

MEDIA MADNESS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVIE 
Title: Inside Out 
Genre: Animated family comedy 
Rating: PG 
Cast: Amy Poehler, Diane Lane, Mindy 
Kaling, Bill Hader 
Synopsis: When 11-year-old Riley 
must move to a new home, the  
emotions of Joy, Anger, Disgust, Fear, 
and Sadness compete for control of 
her mind. This film offers an “inside” 
look at the topsy-turvy feelings kids 
experience when facing life changes. 
Our Take: Turning emotions into  
actual characters was a complicated 
animation task, but the intriguing  
concept should lead to lots of great 
conversations. After seeing the film 
with your kids, talk with them about 
constructive ways to handle a range of 
emotions. 

 

BOOK 
Title: Just Jake: Dog Eat Dog 
Author: Jake Marcionette 
Synopsis: In the second book of his 
humorous “Just Jake” series, a  
Maryland teenager faces issues such 
as bullying, popularity, friendship, and 
sibling struggles. The pages are  
heavily illustrated, with many pop-
culture references. 
Our Take: Jake’s drive is impressive. 
At age 12, he made cold calls to land 
his own literary agent. He credits his 
writing success to his mom, who made 
him write 90 minutes a day during 
summer vacation. As a result, he  
decided to write some middle-school 
fiction based on his own experiences.  
Jake—the character—seems arrogant 
at times but gives the overall impres-
sion of being genuine. 

Games, Sites & Apps 
 

 

BuddyQuest 
This game app from 
Group helps kids learn 
and practice biblical 
virtues as they make 
decisions and go on 
virtual and real-world 
quests. A companion 
app keeps parents in 
the loop and lets them 
offer their kids support. 
The game is free, with 
optional features to buy. 

KidsReads.com 
Need some good 
recommendations for 
your child’s summer 
reading list? This 
website offers reviews 
of books for all reading 
levels and genres—
including Christian 
fiction, Christian faith, 
and Christian growth. 

ChoreMonster 
Parents determine a 
point value for different 
chores, and then kids 
use points they earn to 
“buy” items (money, 
toys, outings, etc.). The 
app also can encourage 
other behavior, such as 
reading or learning Bible 
passages. The free app 
does contain some potty 
humor. 

C U L T U R E  
& TRENDS 
 

Crayon Alert!—Colouring books 
aren’t just for kids anymore. Two  
titles by Johanna Basford are  
intricate collections that 
encourage adult creativity. They 
both made Amazon’s best-seller 
list in April, 2015. “Colouring 
gives hard working grown ups the 
opportunity to play and to indulge 
themselves in an activity which 
likely reminds them of more 
carefree days,” Basford says. 
(usatoday.com) 
 
How Do You Feel?—According 
to an Ohio State University study, 
many people in the Western 
world actually feel less healthy in 
spite of medical advances. 
Researcher Hui Zheng suggests 
reasons for this can include 
increased diagnosis of “new” 
diseases, such as attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), depression, or autism; 
overdiagnosis; and increased  
expectations of good health. 
(news.osu.edu) 

 

 QUICK STATS 

 

Dear Dad—Despite research  
showing the benefits of a child  
staying in contact with his or her  
father, 40% of kids with divorced 
parents haven’t seen their fathers 
in a year. (psychpage.com) 
 
Passed By?—With earlier-onset 
puberty, more kids are 
outgrowing their parents by age 
11 or 12. But just because your 
kids are taller than you doesn’t 
mean their  maturity has caught 
up to their bodies, experts 
caution. (today.com) 

 

This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant 

to endorse any movie, music, or product. Our goal is to help 
you make informed decisions about what your children watch, 

read, listen to, and play. 

 

Sample picture from Secret Garden (by 

Johanna Basford). Book can be 
purchased for around $20 from 
www.bookdepository.com 
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