
Friday 29 September (6.00pm–9.00pm)

5.30pm Registration Opens

6.15pm Powhiri—the Powhiri is a significant aspect of the practice of hospitality 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. It represents the establishment of connections 
between visitors (manuhiri) and the people of the land (tangata whenua) and 
the creation of a shared space in which our conference will be conducted. To 
learn more, visit www.maaori.com/misc/powhiri.htm 

Given the significance of this ceremony in terms of hospitality, we ask that all 
delegates be present to participate in the powhiri.

7.00pm Keynote Address | Andrew Shepherd: Mirrors, Screens and Photographs—
Facing the ‘Other’ in an ‘Age of Terror’

9.00pm Supper

Saturday 30 September (8.45am–8.45pm)

8.45am Devotions

9.00am Catherine Philpot: Hello from the Other Side—A Psychological Evaluation of 
Christians’ Treatment of the ‘Other’

9.45am Terry Grey: Strangers and Foreigners in the Hebrew Bible—Obligation and 
Social Liminality

10.30am Morning Tea

11.45am Concurrent Sessions
Option 1 | Andrew Wilson: The Art of Hospitality—A Critique of the Church 
Growth Movement

Option 2 | Marcus Hutchins: Helpful and Unhelpful Understandings of  
the ‘Other’

12.30pm Lunch

2.00pm Concurrent Sessions
Option 1 | Caleb Smith: Never Read the Comments: Christian Hospitality and 
the Online World

Option 2 | Brooke Prentis & Sandra Crowden: Learning to be Guests of 
Ancient Hosts on Ancient Lands

2.45pm Concurrent Sessions
Option 1 | Liam Glover: Hospitality Beyond the Church

Option 2 | Fepulea’i  Ulua’ipou-O-Malo Aiono & Ann-Rita Ngatae: Solo on 
Sundays—A Pasifika Hospitality Journey

3.30pm Afternoon Tea

4.00pm Malcolm Irwin—Defanging Dracula—How Not to be a Good Neighbour

4.45pm Rest, Relaxation and Conversation

6.30pm Dinner—featuring the book launch: Saved to Save and Saved to Serve: 
Perspectives on Salvation Army History by Major Harold Hill
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Sunday 1 October (9.00am–1.00pm)

9.00am Stephen Oliver: Beyond the Beatitudes: Hospitality as Peace-Making

9.45am Hana Seddon: Manaaki—An Indigenous Theology of Hospitality

10.30am Morning Tea

11.00am Worship–led by the Australia Southern Territory team

12.15pm Lunch

1.00pm Conference Concludes
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ABSTRACTS
Plenary Sessions
Catherine Philpot: Hello from the Other 
Side: A Psychological Evaluation of 
Christians’ Treatment of the ‘Other’

Christians have long been scrutinised 
by those on the outside of their faith. If 
Christians are going to understand how 
they could and should engage in return, 
a useful introduction is to tune into what 
is being said on the other side. This paper 
will present a review of the psychological 
literature regarding Christian thought 
and practice towards outsiders, exploring 
questions such as: Do Christians appear 
to be more or less prejudiced than non-
Christians? Are Christians any more likely to 
offer help to Others and does it matter who 
the ‘Other’ is? What are the psychological 
constructs that have been used to explain 
Christians’ behaviour towards outsiders? 

Terry Grey: Strangers & Foreigners in the 
Hebrew Bible—Obligation & Social Liminality 

A dialectic of identity is woven throughout 
the history of Israel/Judah seeking stability 
around the question of who belongs to 
the people of God, and who does not. To 
be intimately bound to God is no doubt a 
wonderful experience; yet, what of those 
who are not counted in the biblical narrative 
as ‘covenanted insiders’—as ‘belong-ers’, 
as ‘us’? I wish to explore and destabilise 
fixed ideas around the nature of community 
identity boundaries and in particular those 
who attempted to transverse them in 
ancient Israel —the stranger, the alien, the 
foreigner. Who were they and how were they 
treated within the socio-cultural context 
of ancient Israel? How were these ‘Other’ 
identities textually constructed and what 
was their religious and social location within 
ancient Israel? How might this contribute to 
contemporary dialogue and reflection upon 
hospitality toward the ‘Other’?

Lynette Edge: Limited Welcome—Is 
Inclusion Possible for Sexual Offenders  
in Salvation Army Corps?

Biblical references to the place of welcome 
in the Kingdom are abundant and 
undeniable. However, it is important to 
ask if there are limits to our welcome? Are 
there people who should not be allowed full 
inclusion? The Salvation Army in Australia 
has experienced much distress as the 
Royal Commission into institutional abuse 
has revealed hitherto unexamined levels 
of abuse perpetrated by officers, soldiers 
and employees alike. Our belief in grace, 
forgiveness and welcome strain under the 
burden of the harm done to children and 
vulnerable people. This paper will seek to 
explore the delicate yet vital questions: Is 
it possible to welcome the sexual offender 
in our congregations and organisational 
life? How is The Salvation Army to balance 
the biblical call to grace, inclusion and 
forgiveness with the need to care for victims 
and fulfil our duty of care? Is welcome 
possible for sex offenders in our Salvation 
Army corps? If we believe welcome is 
possible, does it come with limits and what 
are the implications of a limited welcome?

Malcolm Irwin: Defanging Dracula—How 
Not to be a Good Neighbour 

The bloody figure of Bram Stoker’s Dracula 
not only embodied the Victorian fear of 
the Other, but a conditional coding of 
hospitality steeped in essentialism. The 
difference of Others could be embraced 
but only if ‘it’ posed no risk to what had 
already been deemed ‘good’ and necessary. 
Today, this continues to be the governing 
ethos of late liberal-modernity. Slavoj Žižek 
suggests: ‘There are two topics which 
determine today’s liberal tolerant attitude 
towards Others: the respect of Otherness, 
openness towards it, AND the obsessive 
fear of harassment—in short, the Other is
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OK insofar as its presence is not intrusive, 
insofar as the Other is not really Other.’ 

Is this demanded, fearful respect of 
Otherness Christian? What if, following 
Kierkegaard, the central claim of Christ is 
‘not to love the neighbour, nor even to love 
the enemy, but to hate the beloved, out of 
love’? In what ways could the divisiveness 
of love help to shape ‘our’ engagement 
with Others? Reading out of Žižek’s concern 
to not only debunk the ‘decaffeinating’, 
defanging of Others, but to ‘save’ this 
‘perverse core’ of Christianity, this paper 
will engage with Stoker’s Dracula and Paul’s 
Christ (Gal 3:26–28) to critically explore the 
possibility of a radical hospitality that is 
genuinely open to Otherness.

Stephen Oliver: Beyond the Beatitudes— 
Hospitality as Peace-Making

When Jesus declares the peacemakers to be 
blessed (Matt 5:9) He is referring to much 
more than conflict resolution. Rather, true 
peacemaking is the demonstration and 
declaration of Jesus “who is Himself our 
peace” (Eph 2:14). In that demonstration 
there must be true biblical hospitality—
the genuine inclusion of those who find 
themselves excluded.

This paper aims to contribute to the 
conversation about “emigrating from the 
familiar to make genuine space for the 
stranger”. It will explore the idea of building 
peace in a divided world through the lens 
of shalom. The aim is to demonstrate how 
hospitality can give shape to peacemaking 
and, at the same time, to show that 
concepts of shalom/eirene wholeness and 
reconciliation, supremely through Christ, 
can give greater depth to our practice of 
hospitality. At a time when controversies 
between high-profile Christians are 
publicly displayed on social media it may 
be argued that a rediscovery of hospitable 
peacemaking between Christians, and 
thence beyond, may counter the idea that 
the Church is an inhospitable place.

Hana Seddon: Manaaki—An Indigenous 
Theology of Hospitality 

Aotearoa has a long history of engaging 
in elaborate rituals of encounter. These 
indigenous protocols are to ensure the 
‘proper welcome’ of the guest, the stranger, 
the Other. However, churches in New 
Zealand have not always been experienced 
as welcoming places, particularly for people 
who are not part of the dominant culture. 
How can we change this? 

A well-known saying reminds us to look to 
our own past in order to proceed correctly 
into the future: ‘Titiro ki muri kia whakatika 

a mua.’ Maori history and culture contain 
incredible taonga; treasures that point us 
back to the generous heart of God. These 
treasures, together with cultural humility, 
will move the church forward into significant 
relational and missional experiences. 
Manaaki is part of that way forward—it is 
the practice of uplifting the mana of another 
through hospitality, generosity, protection 
and blessing.

Concurrent Sessions
On Saturday there will be three concurrent 
sessions, each with two papers presented.  
You will have the opportunity to choose 
one paper to attend in each session.  Both 
written papers for each session will be 
available to all delegates.  

Session One
Andrew Wilson: The Art of Hospitality: A 
Critique of The Church Growth Movement

The emphasis of the church growth 
movement over the last 30 years has 
caused division in the Western church. 
These lines of division arise over what 
practices and values a church sees as of 
greater importance. The emerging church 
is one such splintered group which views 
the church growth movement as valuing 
programmes over people, committees over 
community and hosting over hospitality. Are 
we raising a generation to be removed from 
the necessity of community? If the model of 
church growth was ineffective in creating a 
community of hospitality what other means 
are there for producing a holistic community 
of hospitality while still allowing space for 
the marginalised voice to be heard? Have 
the ideals of Western individualism diluted 
the communal characteristic of the Imago 
Dei? And what place does power have in the 
art of hospitality in light of the virtues of 
servant leadership? 

Marcus Hutchins: Helpful and Unhelpful 
Understandings of the Other

As we think about the issue of hospitality, 
and in particular our view and treatment 
of ‘the Other’ we need quality frameworks 
that help us to articulate this theologically 
and practically. Within Church-based 
community networks there exists wide- 
ranging ‘theological contributions’ on one 
side, and a wealth of ‘practical knowledge’ 
on the other. Instances of bringing these 
two elements together within a formalised 
policy document are relatively rare.  

In 2016 The Australia Eastern Territory 
produced its first Theologically Informed 
Practice Framework. Of significance is the 
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integrated relationship between a biblical 
theology of Imago Dei and how this creates 
an impetus for change in one’s view and 
treatment of ‘the Other.’ In bridging the 
gap between theology and practice the 
framework offers something unique. In 
this paper I will share the great impact this 
framework has been having in our territory 
and to provide explicit examples of how it 
is changing our view and treatment of ‘the 
Other’ across a range of front line settings 
(social and corps-based).

Session Two
Caleb Smith: Never Read the Comments: 
Christian Hospitality & the Online World

How should we, as Christians, conduct 
ourselves online? This is more than a 
question of etiquette. Three billion humans 
have internet access; millions use it to  
debate, to consume a worldview, to shape  
an identity. Increasingly, elections, 
revolutions and wars are literally fought 
online. And these high-stakes encounters 
occur in consequence-free, anonymous 
environments. Christians enter this space 
with the added burdens of (for example) 
wanting to spread the gospel, or defend the 
truth, or remain pure, and so on. However, 
all of us have seen Christians involved in 
online arguments that haven’t displayed 
‘grace and truth’. I will explore hospitality 
as a mode of behaviour that welcomes 
strangers, works in a hostile world, and in 
some way supports evangelism. 

Brooke Prentis & Sandra Crowden:  
Learning to be Guests of Ancient Hosts  
on Ancient Lands  

For over 200 years, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Peoples and non-indigenous 
Australians have struggled with what it 
means to live as neighbours on this land 
we now call Australia. For approximately 
60,000 years, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples successfully cared for and 
nurtured the land and were hosted by the 
land in return. Stripped of culture, identity, 
land and rights, Aboriginal Peoples have 
been forced into the position of guests. 
This has had devastating consequences for 
Aboriginal Peoples and the land itself. 

This paper will explore the impact of 
European settlers assuming the position 
of host in a land not their own. It will 
assert the urgent need for non-indigenous 
Australians to learn how to be guests 
of ancient hosts on ancient lands. Only 
as non-indigenous Australians come 
to understand the implications of their 
unwillingness to surrender power, will we 
all be able to gather as equals and move 
forward. The First Nations Peoples of this 

land are historically known as peaceful 
and hospitable. By assuming the posture 
of guests, non-indigenous people would 
open themselves up to learn from the oldest 
living cultures in the world about how to 
be hospitable on a land that often appears 
inhospitable. 

Presented in partnership, this paper will 
model a willingness to learn from each other 
and to share power, as we seek to move 
forward as friends and equals.

Session Three
Liam Glover: Hospitality Beyond Church

The ‘gathered’ church seems sufficiently 
well developed to organise the practice 
of hospitality. However, the majority of 
time of a disciple of Jesus is spent outside 
organised church events or activities. How 
is hospitality practiced in these contexts? 
What impact does a disciple in the Kingdom 
of God have upon his or her network of 
relationships? 

This paper will articulate the reality of and 
priority for the expression of the Kingdom 
of God through a person’s oikos (NT Greek 
word for household, best described as 
a network of relationships). Drawing on 
research, this paper will identify similarities 
and distinctives between The Salvation Army 
and other denominations in relation to the 
practice of hospitality and articulate possible 
opportunities for growth in the practice of 
hospitality within a network of relationships.  

Fepulea’i  Ulua’ipou-O-Malo Aiono and  
Ann-Rita Ngatae: Solo on Sunday—A 
Pasifika Hospitality Journey

 ‘Charity is woven of many strands… our fate 
is to become one, and yet many’— Ralph 
Waldo Emerson (1952). This paper seeks to 
explore the Samoan ideology of ‘fa’aaloalo 
/ fa’atamali’i’ or hospitality by service 
through the experiences of two Pasifika 
women. Journey from the small close-knit 
islander enclaves of South Auckland 1970s 
ghetto, Otara, on to sedate island village 
life; switch gears to the dramatic challenges 
of life and business on the hectic Eastern 
seaboard of the US, contrasted by life as a 
single parent in underclass New Zealand, 
and surviving a hotbed of international 
mores and religious practices as it relates 
to being ‘the Other’. Populated with funny 
anecdotal information, primary resources 
and traditional theology, Solo On Sundays 
offers a unique view of the intertwined 
tenuous thought lives of two single minority 
Pasifika females juggling competing cultural 
world rationale and Christian truth to 
coin a personal relevant brand of biblical 
hospitality suitable for every occasion.


