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God w
ho hears us:

as advent begins, w
e are

already filled up w
ith w

aiting.
W

aiting to hear the next report of bad new
s;

another m
ass shooting, another refugee crisis,

another fam
ine, another environm

ental disaster,
another deadly virus outbreak, another w

ar.
The new

s is a litany of things to fear
that fills our heads w

ith dread.
W

e w
ait for your help.

Rem
ind us of M

ary and Joseph,
ordinary people living in a country
under the boot of an oppressive regim

e,
w

ho believed in your salvation,
holding on to 

       

W
e hold on to you, believing in your ability

to be born again even in tim
es like these.

Give us eyes to see your arriving,
as w

e do the hard w
ork of being decent

in the rough and tum
ble of fam

ily life,
Give us ears to see your arriving
as w

e hear prophets proclaim
 good new

s
that the pow

erful w
ill be brought dow

n
and those w

ho live in poverty w
ill rejoice.

W
e long to touch the hem

 of your garm
ent

so that those w
e know

 w
ho are sick

could be healed,
those w

ho are grieving could be com
forted.

W
e long to taste your good new

s!
In this season of grow

ing darkness,
keep our eyes fixed on the pinpoints of light,
that shine and shine
because nothing can put them

 out.
In the nam

e of Jesus, our hope, w
e pray:
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Go
d 

w
ho

 h
ea

rs
 u

s:
as

 a
dv

en
t b

eg
ins

, w
e 

ar
e

alr
ea

dy
 f

ille
d 

up
 w

ith
 w

ait
ing

.
W

ait
ing

 to
 h

ea
r 

th
e 

ne
xt

 r
ep

or
t o

f 
ba

d 
ne

w
s;

an
ot

he
r 

m
as

s 
sh

oo
tin

g, 
an

ot
he

r 
re

fu
ge

e 
cr

isi
s,

an
ot

he
r 

fa
m

ine
, a

no
th

er
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l d

isa
st

er
,

an
ot

he
r 

de
ad

ly 
vir

us
 o

ut
br

ea
k,

 a
no

th
er

 w
ar

.
Th

e 
ne

w
s 

is 
a 

lita
ny

 o
f 

th
ing

s 
to

 f
ea

r
th

at
 f

ills
 o

ur
 h

ea
ds

 w
ith

 d
re

ad
.

W
e 

w
ait

 f
or

 y
ou

r 
he

lp.
Re

m
ind

 u
s 

of
 M

ar
y 

an
d 

Jo
se

ph
,

or
din

ar
y 

pe
op

le 
liv

ing
 in

 a
 c

ou
nt

ry
un

de
r 

th
e 

bo
ot

 o
f 

an
 o

pp
re

ss
ive

 r
eg

im
e,

w
ho

 b
eli

ev
ed

 in
 y

ou
r 

sa
lva

tio
n,

ho
ldi

ng
 o

n 
to

 
   

   
 

W
e 

ho
ld 

on
 to

 y
ou

, b
eli

ev
ing

 in
 y

ou
r 

ab
ilit

y
to

 b
e 

bo
rn

 a
ga

in 
ev

en
 in

 ti
m

es
 lik

e 
th

es
e.

Giv
e 

us
 e

ye
s 

to
 s

ee
 y

ou
r 

ar
riv

ing
,

as
 w

e 
do

 th
e 

ha
rd

 w
or

k 
of

 b
ein

g 
de

ce
nt

in 
th

e 
ro

ug
h 

an
d 

tu
m

ble
 o

f 
fa

m
ily

 lif
e,

Giv
e 

us
 e

ar
s 

to
 s

ee
 y

ou
r 

ar
riv

ing
as

 w
e 

he
ar

 p
ro

ph
et

s 
pr

oc
lai

m
 g

oo
d 

ne
w

s
th

at
 th

e 
po

w
er

fu
l w

ill 
be

 b
ro

ug
ht

 d
ow

n
an

d 
th

os
e 

w
ho

 liv
e 

in 
po

ve
rt

y 
w

ill 
re

joi
ce

.
W

e 
lon

g 
to

 to
uc

h 
th

e 
he

m
 o

f 
yo

ur
 g

ar
m

en
t

so
 th

at
 th

os
e 

w
e 

kn
ow

 w
ho

 a
re

 s
ick

co
uld

 b
e 

he
ale

d,
th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 g
rie

vin
g 

co
uld

 b
e 

co
m

fo
rt

ed
.

W
e 

lon
g 

to
 ta

st
e 

yo
ur

 g
oo

d 
ne

w
s!

In 
th

is 
se

as
on

 o
f 

gr
ow

ing
 d

ar
kn

es
s,

ke
ep

 o
ur

 e
ye

s 
fix

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
pin

po
int

s 
of

 lig
ht

,
th

at
 s

hin
e 

an
d 

sh
ine

be
ca

us
e 

no
th

ing
 c

an
 p

ut
 th

em
 o

ut
.

In 
th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 J

es
us

, o
ur

 h
op

e,
 w

e 
pr

ay
:
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