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The 2020 General Election will now take 
place on 17 October, in the shadow of 
the Covid-19 pandemic and economic 
recession. Times like these make it 
all the more important to consider 
what our role as active citizens in a 
democracy is, and why engaging in the 
political process is so important. 

In the past not everyone could vote 
in this country. At first only male 
landowners could vote, but thanks to 
those that championed the cause of 
democracy, this has changed over time 
as Māori men, non-landowning men, 
and finally women won the right to 
vote. This election, prisoners sentenced 
to less than 3 years in prison will regain 
the right to vote—taken away in 2010 . 

Voting in an election is not the only 
way we can be active citizens in our 
democracy. Many changes of policy 
happen between elections due to 
pressure applied by various interest 
groups, sometimes completely 
unrelated to election promises made. 
However, the General Election allows 
voters to seek answers from our 
politicians and to put up ideas for a 
better world. 

Spiritual values, such as the Christian 
values that underpin the work of The 
Salvation Army Te Ope Whakaora, 
have always emphasised the need to 
defend the rights of the poor. It has 

also famously been said: ‘A nation’s 
greatness is measured by how it treats 
its weakest members’.

Child poverty, homelessness and 
inequality were significant matters 
of concern that have been hugely 
amplified by the pandemic. There 
is a hope that the opportunity that 
comes from shared pain of this health 
and economic crisis can, through our 
collective effort and goodwill, create 
transformational change where 
inequality and poverty can be radically 
reduced or even eradicated.   

The theme of The Salvation Army’s 
State of the Nation Report 2020—
Tangata Whenua, Tangata Tiriti, Huia 
Tangata Kotahi—had within it a call 
to both the people of the land and the 
people of the Treaty (non-Māori) to 
come together, kotahitanga, to forge 
a relationship that enhances and 
enriches each other’s mana.

The future state of people and 
communities of Aotearoa New 
Zealand is in our hands. We have the 
responsibility as active and engaged 
citizens to strive for a more equitable 
nation that enhances and enriches each 
other’s mana. 

We hope that this paper with its outline 
of selected issues will help you to 
take your place as an active citizen of 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Voting, your Part in the
Future of Our Country

‘Speak up for those who cannot

speak for themselves, for the

rights of all who are destitute.

Speak up and judge fairly; defend

the rights of the poor and needy.’
Proverbs 31:8–9 (NIV)
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That means there 
could be nearly

Your Vote is
Important

In the following pages we share 
some thoughts about issues that 
are important for our country this 
election. You will find:

•  Values and principles that can 
guide your thinking on the topic

•  A few key facts to help explain the 
current situation 

• Policy issues to consider at this time

•  Actions to take: discuss, attend, 
visit websites, share on social 
media, etc.

Please use these resources to think 
through how you, as an eligible voter, 
might best contribute to influencing 
the direction our nation takes in the 
next stage of our journey as a people.

• Te Tiriti, Racism, and Equality  

•  Incomes and Employment

• Children 

• Housing 

• Social Hazards 

• Debt 

• Crime and Punishment 

• End of Life Choice referendum 

• Cannabis referendum

Get Enrolled to vote—it’s easy! Find out 
more about enrolling at vote.nz/enrolling/

enrol-or-update/enrol-or-update-online  
–or– phone 0800 36 76 56

Write here about what is important for you, 
your family/whanau, and your community 
this election.

What is 
important to me?

In July 2020 there are about

half a million people

Did you know?

At the  
2017 Election nearly

who are not enrolled to vote!
More than half of them 
are aged under 30.

700,000 people
who were enrolled did not vote.

Nearly a third 
of them were 
aged under 30.

1.2 million people 
who may not even 

vote this year!



4

In mid-2020 the impact of the worldwide 
Covid-19 pandemic and protests against 
racism are shaping the present debate 
on equality and racism in this land. The 
Salvation Army has added its voice to the call 
to end racism in all its forms and work for 
equality and dignity for all (salvationarmy.
org.nz/SPPU-EndRacism). Tens of thousands 
of people have been on the streets in this 
country, joining with people all around 
the world acting in solidarity with African 
Americans protesting the death of George 
Floyd at the hands of police. Those protests 
also point to racism and inequality 
experienced by Māori and people of colour in 
this country.

The Salvation Army Te Ope Whakaora is 
committed to honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi 
as the foundational document of our nation. 
Participating in Māori-led responses to social 
justice is part of this commitment.

The social and economic impacts of 
the Covid-19 crisis are hitting already 
disadvantaged Māori communities hard. 
Existing inequalities in income, health and 
housing are magnified by the stresses of the 
economic recession, even as the worst of the 
pandemic health effects have at this stage 
been averted. In February our State of the 
Nation 2020 report showed that differences 

in health and social outcomes between Māori 
and non-Māori were already too large. None 
of the 18 measures used in the report showed 
equal outcomes.

The Covid-19 crisis saw Māori taking action 
to support and protect whānau and kuia and 
kaumatua, including marae providing kai for 
whānau. Knowing of the bad experiences of 
previous pandemics for their communities, 
volunteers at control points on key roads 
raised awareness for people moving into 
their communities about how to keep 
everyone safe from Covid-19.

When Māori have been in the position to 
manage the resources and the kaupapa 
(the way things are done), it can lead to 
better results for Māori. Māori students 
in Māori medium schools have higher 
NCEA achievement results; Whānau Ora 
coordinators have worked with whānau to 
weave together the kinds of support they 
need to do better. These are examples of  
how relationship between Māori and non-
Māori expressed in Te Tiriti o Waitangi can 
be lived out.

What do they say about Te Tiriti o Waitangi and enabling Māori to 
share equally in decision-making and resources?

How will they reduce the number of Māori in prison?

How will they ensure that fewer tamariki Māori end up in state care?

What steps will be taken to continue to lift incomes for Māori?

Māori make up around 17% 
of the total population but:

40% of Salvation
Army clients 

are Māori.

Two-thirds of children in

rates for Māori are among

state care 
are Māori.

Imprisonment

The unemployment

rate for Māori is

than for non-Māori.

2.5 times higher

the highest in the world.

Questions to 
ask of Party 

policies
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The impact of unemployment
is not evenly shared. 

Young people under the age of 30

(45%) of those now needing 
Jobseeker support.

make up almost half 

Incomes and Employment
Human beings are inter-related, we depend on each other for most things 
that we need. Basic values of fairness, equality and human rights are needed 
to help us live well together. The Christian faith shares these values in 
the belief that the love of God is made known when we act justly and with 
compassion to create good relationships with one another and the world 
around us.

When someone does not have enough to live on 
or is denied the chance to live a fulfilled life, then 
we know this is not right. Improving rules about 
how we are employed or how our welfare and tax 
systems work is one way to help put things right, to 
help us live and work together better.

The Covid-19 economic recession is expected 
to lead to an increase in unemployment of 
160,000. The total number of people employed 
is around 2.6 million, so while many jobs will 
be lost, most people will still be employed. 
This should inspire us all to share in 
providing enough support to those who do 
face unemployment.

The Government has acted quickly during 
the Covid-19 crisis with a wage subsidy to 
support jobs, increased welfare support, and 
short-term employment programmes.

Jobs will be lost in sectors like tourism and 
travel, entertainment and retail. But there is 
still much good work that needs to be done—
in our community sector, in environmental 
work and new technologies—that can 
provide new jobs. Change is difficult, 
so we need politicians who will enable 
communities, businesses, iwi and others to 
cooperate and work together on solutions  
for their communities.

Employment

‘Do to others

what you would

have them do

to you.’
Luke 6:31

Māori make up the largest ethnic group
among those registered as Jobseekers (40%).

Northland, Bay of Plenty
and East Coast
have the highest percentage of population on

Jobseeker support and are

seeing the fastest increases. 
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Think about what a fair and 
adequate level of income is for 
people who cannot do paid work.

How will people be supported to 
re-train and move into different 
employment? 

How can we continue to reduce 
poverty even as we go through these 
tough times? 

In a post-Covid world will it be time 
for those with the highest incomes 
and wealth to contribute more to the 
wellbeing of us all through a tax on 
high net wealth and/or additional 
top tax rate?

Questions to ask  
of Party policies

Welfare Taxation
The number of people needing support 
from our welfare system is expected 
to rise to more than half a million by 
the beginning of 2021. More than half 
of these people will require support 
for more than a year. Despite benefit 
increases and other income support, 
current welfare payments still do not 
provide enough for people to be able to 
live with dignity. We have calculated that 
benefit incomes fall short of a fair and 
adequate income by up to a third. There 
were nearly 200,000 children living in 
households that rely on welfare benefits 
in June, and thousands more children 
will be affected as the number of people 
needing income support increases.

There are many important things that 
a government needs to do well, which 
have been highlighted in this Covid-19 
crisis, including an effective and well-
run health system, civil defence and 
emergency welfare responses and 
income support for those in need. The 
taxes we pay help fund this work. Our 
tax system is out of balance—relying  
too much on income tax and GST and 
with little meaningful taxation of 
wealth. The Government funds services 
and support for people through a 
mixture of taxation and borrowing.  
To help deal with the current pandemic 
and economic crisis, a government will 
need to borrow more. In the medium 
to long term our country will need to 
debate how to rebalance the tax system 
to share the costs more fairly.

Ehara tāku toa i te toa takitahi

My strength is not that

engari he toa takimano.

of an individual but that
of the collective.
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Children are a precious gift to our families 
and communities, yet all too easily they 
can be pushed to one side. The Christian 
Bible records Jesus telling off his followers 
for not letting children come to see him. He 
said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these’. Unjust and unfair 
treatment of these children caused Jesus 
to become indignant. Do we today have 
that same indignation for the children of 
Aotearoa? Do we want our little children to 
thrive? Do we ensure they are not hindered 
but excel and be the best they can be?

Our Government had these aspirations for 
our children. Their vision was for Aotearoa 
New Zealand to be the best place in the 
world for youth and children to grow up. 
Unfortunately, that is not the reality for 
151,700 children who were living in material 
hardship in 2019. Despite the fight against 
child poverty over the last decade, more still 
needs to be done and the Covid-19 recession 
will make it harder.

This is also not the reality for the thousands 
of children who are victims of violence every 
year, with a 40% increase in serious assaults 
resulting in injury to children over the past 
4 years.

But maybe New Zealand is the best place to 
grow up for children if you are from a high 

socio-economic background? The differences 
in outcomes in our education system 
between students in schools in wealthier 
(high decile) areas and schools in poorer 
(low decile) areas are not reducing. These 
inequalities start from Early Childhood 
Education and continue into the final years 
of secondary school and beyond.

What about our young people who are gone 
too soon? If New Zealand is the best place 
for children and youth to grow up, then 
why do we have the highest youth suicide 
rate amongst all OECD countries? Tamariki 
Māori fare worst in many areas—around 
half of children who are victims of physical 
abuse and child neglect are Māori, while 
more than two-thirds of young people in the 
youth justice system are Māori.

Many of these issues for our children are 
underpinned by poverty and financial 

Students leaving school with UE:

3 out of 5 students

1 out of 5 students

from schools in high-decile

from schools in low-decile

 (wealthier) neighbourhoods.

 (poorer) neighbourhoods.

Children
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Questions to ask  
of Party policies
 What are the key issues we need to 
address to decrease child poverty in New 
Zealand? Do we need to increase welfare 
payments? Social housing? Employment?

Which Party has policies that address 
child poverty? Education inequalities? 
Youth suicide rates? Māori inequalities 
for children? Violence against children?

 How are parties incorporating reducing 
child poverty into Covid-19 recovery?

hardship that will be made worse 
by Covid-19 recession. If we want 
to see change then we need to have 
the indignation to spur us to make a 
difference for our children and youth.

Despite the complexities of the issues 
facing our children there have been 
strides towards making Aotearoa a safe 
and caring place for our children to grow 
up, including:

•  The development and launch of the 
Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy in 
August 2019.

•  Increase in financial support through 
the Families Package and increases in 
welfare benefits.

•  Budget 2020 has allocated $220 million 
to free school lunches.

•  Oranga Tamariki extended support 
for young people leaving care and 
transitioning into adulthood.

As we move into Election 2020 we 
challenge you to think about our children 
and how we can work together to create a 
safe and supportive country for them to 
grow up in. 

Number of serious assaults 
resulting in injury to children:

2016 = 1271  |  2019 = 1786 

40% increase

Crime and 
Punishment
The Salvation Army has a long 
history of supporting those 
caught up in the justice system, 
working for positive change for the 
individuals affected and calling 
for systemic changes that work 
for communities and society. A 
successful justice system needs to 
include appropriate penalties for 
crimes committed, opportunities 
for redemption of the individual 
and reconciliation with society.

These themes are reflected in 
the Christian faith where God is 
experienced as loving, righteous 
and just. No one who does wrong is 
beyond hope. We are called to take 
responsibility for our actions when 
we do wrong, to seek forgiveness 
and reconciliation, and to live 
renewed lives.

In 2017 the current Government 
set the goal to reduce the prison 
population by 30% in 15 years. 
Three years into this new approach, 
there has been little change in our 
total prison population. In March 
2017, there were 10,035 prisoners 
across the country, by March 2020 
there were 9928 in prison. New 
Zealand is still among the top five 
OECD countries for the highest 
imprisonment rates.

One reason for the continuing high 
number of people in prison is that it 
is hard to get bail—about a third of 
the people in prison are on remand 
awaiting trial.

This high prison population

does not mean that
crime is increasing.

Overall criminal
offending has continued

to decline in recent years.
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Violent offences are the main reason for 
people going to prison, representing over 
40% in March 2020. But the number of court 
proceedings and the resolution rates for 
violent offences have decreased over the past 
four years.

It is important to remember that every 
crime has a victim. Fair and just criminal 
justice reform needs to ensure the needs of 
victims are met just as much as the need for 
reintegration and redemption of offenders.

Despite the extra funding for rehabilitation 
and reintegration programmes, for the past 
five years reimprisonment rates continue 
to gradually increase, with the 12-month 
reimprisonment rate increasing by 3.9% 
and the 24-month reimprisonment rate 
increasing by 6.5%.

There are huge inequities in the justice 
system for Māori compared with the rest 
of the general population. In 2019, Māori 
represented 52.8% of the male prison 
population and 62% of the female. Māori are 
more likely to be charged with an offence 
and have a higher chance of conviction 
compared with European. 

Māori faced a greater chance of being 
a victim of a criminal offence at 37%, 
compared with the general population at 
29%. Crime impacts those who already have 
deficits in their lives, such as poverty, mental 
health, insecure housing and illiteracy. The 
widespread disadvantages of Māori in the 
criminal justice system will deepen social 

and economic deficits already present in 
their lives.

Despite the disparity we are seeing in our 
justice system, there has been progress in 
some areas.

An increase in community sentences may 
be attributed to the Government’s bid to 
decrease the prison population.

Turuki! Turuki! Moving Together report  sets 
out steps to reshape the justice system to one 
which prevents harm, addresses its causes, 
and promotes healing and restoration among 
individuals and communities.

As we move into Election 2020, we challenge 
you to think about our crime and justice 
system and how we can work together to 
create a safe and supportive country.

Questions to ask  
of Party policies
How do we ensure rehabilitation of 
offenders, while also supporting the 
wellbeing of victims?

What are the issues causing the 
disparities in the criminal justice 
system with Māori? How can we as a 
community address those issues?

How can we decrease reoffending 
rates and support offenders to 
reconcile with society?

Māori are six times more likely
to be sentenced to prison than

the general population.

Number of serious assaults 
resulting in injury, total population:

2015 = 8815  |  2019 = 14,824 

68.2% increase
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Housing Continuum (from The housing crisis 
facing Pasifika people in Aotearoa (2019)

Safe and secure housing brings stability, 
security, community and often hope 
for families. The absence of this kind of 
housing can lead to uncertainty, insecurity, 
hopelessness and impacts destructively on 
other areas of life.

The Bible has so many amazing references 
to housing and homes: the promise of home, 
land and a place to dwell for the Hebrew 

slaves in exile in ancient Egypt; the Jewish 
people rebuilding homes in ancient Israel; 
having safe and peaceful homes; discussing 
homelessness; the Jewish Tabernacle and 
Temple; building our lives on the rock or the 
sand—the list goes on. From all these biblical 
references, we learn that housing is critical 
from both a biblical and social perspective.

The housing problems facing our country 
are well documented. Right across 
the housing continuum, there are 
major issues. Many of these problems 
were magnified during the level 3 
and 4 lockdown. For example, just 
under 18,000 people and their families 
across the country were on the Social 
Housing Register in May, facing 
extreme housing stress and waiting 
for a public house. Furthermore, 
there are moer than 3000 people 
in Transitional Housing, which is 
meant to support and transition 
vulnerable households into long-term 
state housing. The biggest numbers 
are in Auckland, the East Coast and 
Canterbury. From January to March 
2020 the  Government spent more 
than $800 million on various housing 
supports for households, including 
$54 million spent on more than 6000 

Housing
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households for Special Needs Grants to 
house people in motels and other temporary 
accommodation.  However, these numbers do 
not yet capture the true impact of Covid-19 
on housing need and the realities of housing 
in our country.

While these housing issues are massive, 
complex and connected with other social 
challenges, there is still some hope.

•  Community Housing Providers, like The 
Salvation Army build and develop houses 
and communities around the country, in 
partnership with the Government and 
other organisations. Some also provide 
home ownership support packages.

•  In Budget 2020 released in May, the 
Government made several new housing-
related promises; planning to build 8000 
(6000 social/2000 transitional) houses. 
This building will be financed through $5 
billion of borrowing by Kainga Ora (new 
name for Housing NZ).

•  Innovation from Māori organisations, 
including the Whānau Ora initiative 
from He Korowai Trust in Kaitaia, which 
helps whānau off the streets and into 
homeownership using ‘recycled’ state 
houses shipped from Auckland.

There has also been major housing policy 
reforms over the last three years, including 
greater investment into Housing First 
(homelessness), changes to the Residential 
Tenancies Act (renting), and the new 

Urban Development Bill that will bring 
massive changes to social housing and local 
communities.

In Election 2020 housing will again be a 
key area of debate and discussion. The 
Salvation Army is working in and advocating 
across nearly all the parts of the housing 
continuum shown on page 10. We believe 
some of the key housing issues in Election 
2020 should be:

• Building more public/social houses

•  Properly reforming the Residential 
Tenancies and Resource Management Acts

•  Strengthening work of Community 
Housing Providers, especially their  
home ownership programmes for those  
on lower incomes

•  Supporting housing innovation from  
Iwi groups.

Questions to ask  
of Party policies
What do you think are the most 
important housing issues facing  
New Zealand? Homelessness? Not 
enough state or social housing?  
Issues for landlords and tenants? 
Home ownership rates?

Which Party has the policies you 
think will best address the housing 
issues you think are important?
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Did you know that one in five people 
drink alcohol hazardously? Did you 
know that almost half of all illicit drug 
convictions are for the highly addictive drug 
methamphetamine (P)? Did you know the 
number of people who are problem online 
gamblers is rising? 

The vision of The Salvation Army is to 
bring true life to people, families and 
communities. This is based on the powerful 
verse in John 10:10 where Jesus says, I 
came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly. But we know very well that 
there are many obstacles restricting people 
from fully living this abundant life—
spiritual, social, financial and in other areas. 
This abundant life is central to Christianity 
and the life, hope and salvation found in 
Jesus. The focus on life and overall wellbeing 
is also found in a Te Ao Māori approach, 
especially when you consider the four 
walls of the influential Te Whare Tapa Whā 
model—spiritual, mental/emotional, family/
social, lands/roots and physical health—
overall wellbeing. 

One of the major hindrances to this 
abundant life is addiction to harmful 
substances or behaviours. The Salvation 
Army aims to help people dealing with 

these problems—without judgment or 
discrimination—through our various social 
services. We want people to live free from 
these addictions. In our social services, 
there are four activities that we class under 
the Social Hazards category: alcohol, illegal 
drugs, gambling and problem debt. All of 
these activities are enjoyed by various 
people in society. Most of these actions are 
legal, but heavily regulated. Some are illegal. 
All of these activities have an addictive 
element and can create serious harm for the 

person engaging with them, as well 
as their family and community. 

Although most New Zealanders 
live free from the huge challenges 
of addiction, there are those in our 
families and communities who 
are trapped and suffering from 
addiction to these substances 
and behaviours. In recent years, 
the Government has had a major 
focus on investing in mental 
health services, which is very 
important. Unfortunately, there 
has not been the same focus and 
investment given to addictions 

Social Hazards

TAHA HINENGARO  
Mental health

TAHA WAIRUA  
Spiritual health

TAHA WHĀNAU  
Extended family health

TAHA TINANA  
Physical health
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rehabilitation and treatment services. But 
we will continue to fight for change here. 

Some of the key issues here are:

Alcohol
•  Greater investment into alcohol 

treatment programmes

•  Increasing the price of alcohol is the 
most effective and cost-effective 
measure to reduce drinking and harm 
in our country. Tobacco/cigarette 
prices were massively increased. But 
alcohol prices haven’t been raised.  
Is that fair/right?

•  Online alcohol sales are becoming 
more popular. Is this safe for people?

•  Local Alcohol Policies are crucial but 
have stalled around the country.

Other Drugs
•  Again, stronger and well-resourced 

services are crucial

•  Addictions treatment and support 
services for those in prison and those 
reintegrating into society are vital to 
help them positively transition back

•  The cannabis question is vital. Would 
you vote YES or NO? (Check out our 
separate section on the Cannabis 
Referendum, page 18).

Gambling Harm
•  Online gambling, which in the UK does 

more damage for people than pokie 
machines, is being discussed more 
by this Government. What will the 
impacts be in New Zealand? Should this 
area of gambling be ‘opened’ up more?

•  The community funding model (where 
gambling harm services are funded 
from gambling losses) is unethical and 
full of problems. How should these 
services be funded?

Problem Debt 
(see Debt and Finacial Hardship,  
page 14)

Questions to ask  
of Party policies
Which Party has the policies you 
think will best address the addiction 
issues you consider important?

Addictions treatment services are 
vital to us, which Party has the best 
policies in this area?
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Problem debt continues to hinder and trap 
many of the people in our communities. 
Debt issues are so deeply connected to other 
issues, such as housing, addictions, income 
and employment problems. Often, people 
accessing our services have financial and 
debt issues that manifest into not having 
enough money for food, rent, travel and 
other living costs. During the level 3 and 4 
lockdown, this financial hardship increased 
massively with more people asking for food 
parcels, seeking financial advice, enquiring 
about safer loans, trying to adjust their 

existing loans and even considering making 
KiwiSaver withdrawals because of their 
situations.

The Bible has a lot to say about debt,  
interest on loans, borrowing, loans and 
other financial matters; for example, 
charging a fair interest rate on loans 
(Proverbs 28:8, Matthew 25:27). Also, 
ancient Jewish law prohibited charging 
interest on one category of loans—those 
made to the poor (Leviticus 25:35–38). 
Jesus uses the approaches of two creditors 
or lenders to illustrate what was central 
when understanding and practicing true 
forgiveness (Matthew 18:23–35). In fact, the 
core of the Christian message is frequently 
described using financial terms, particularly 
that humankind’s debt of sin was paid for 
by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross 
at Calvary (Romans 6:23, Galatians 3:13–15,  
1 Corinthians 6:19, 20).

The Salvation Army is heavily involved 
in services to assist people in financial 
hardship, as well as seeking policy change 
around debt in our nation. There is a 
network of budgeters and financial mentors 
in communities, a Community Finance 

service offering ethical low- and no-
interest loans, as well as two 

Good Shop vans working in 
Porirua and South Auckland, 
to disrupt the predatory 
lending businesses in these 
communities.

There have been some major 
positive policy reforms in 
recent years, including:

Debt and Financial Hardship

Did you know there is

debt collection
in New Zealand?

no law regulating
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•  Implementing an interest rate cap in  
law (after more than 20 years of groups 
fighting for this)

•  Several other positive changes to the 
Credit Contracts and Consumer Finance 
Act, to protect vulnerable consumers and 
better regulate the lending market

•  Increased funding for frontline budgeting 
and financial mentoring services

•  Greater investigation and prosecution of 
dubious loan companies and staff.

But we still believe more positive change 
is possible to ensure that all people are not 
trapped by debt spirals and problems. Some 
key areas for future change include:

•  Implementing a debt collection law in New 
Zealand. Did you know we don’t have one?

•  Increasing the amount of safer and more 
ethical loans for consumers

•  Stronger and increased budgeting and 
financial mentoring services for people 
who are not covered by current services: 
such as first-home buyers; small business 

owners suffering from the Covid-19 fall-
out; those in state/social, transitional and 
emergency housing; those leaving prison 
and for people facing addictions issues.

Questions to ask  
of Party policies
Which Party has the best policies that 
will help people be free from problem 
debt and function well in the credit 
market?

With increased financial stress 
coming in the next several months 
from Covid-19 fall-out, which 
policies can best help deal with these 
national financial challenges and also 
practically assist families, business 
owners and others in the community?

The Good Shop, a  
cooperative initiative from  
The Salvation Army, The Warehouse 
Group, Countdown and BNZ, has  
two vans operating in South Auckland 
and Porirua.
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In Election 2020 we will vote in a binding referendum on whether or not we support  
the End of Life Choice Act 2019 coming into force. This is a new law about legalising 
assisted dying. Here is some simple information to help you think about how you will 
vote on this issue.

What’s the Act about?
Euthanasia is the act of deliberately ending 
the life of a patient. In the Act, assisted 
dying is where medical professionals give 
medication to end someone’s life. To qualify 
for assisted dying, someone must be over 18 
years, be a citizen or permanent resident, 
suffer from a terminal illness that’s likely 
to end their life within six months, have 
significant and ongoing decline in physical 
capability, experience suffering that cannot 
be eased, and be able to make an informed 
decision about assisted dying.

What’s the Referendum 
question?
Do you support the End of Life Choice Act 
2019 coming into force?

•  Based on the question above, voters can 
choose either NO (they do not support it), 
or YES (they do support). 

•  The actual Act has already been passed in 
Parliament and it is a hugely complex piece 
of law, with more than 117 Supplementary 
Order Papers (SOPs) proposed by Members 
of Parliament (mostly those opposed to the 
Act) to amend or change the Act to make it 
safer. Only three of these were adopted.

The Salvation Army 
opposed the Bill
This submission and a range of other 
resources can be accessed at 
salvationarmy.org.nz/euthanasia

In total, more than 38,700 submissions 
were made to this Bill. About 35,000 (90%) 
submissions opposed the passing of this Bill 
into Law. There were some changes made to 
the Bill after public submissions were heard, 
but Parliament eventually passed the Act 

in late 2019. The Act includes the 
requirement that it can only come 
into force if a majority of voters  
say ‘YES’ in the referendum on  
17 October 2020.

Did you know?
•  The New Zealand Medical 

Association opposes the 
Act and states: ‘physician-
assisted suicide and euthanasia are 
unethical, even if they were made legal’.

•  New Zealand has one of the best palliative 
care systems in the world. Palliative 
care aims to optimise an individual’s 
quality of life until death, by addressing 
the person’s physical, psychosocial, 
spiritual and cultural needs, and support 
the individual’s family, whānau and 
other caregivers where needed into 
bereavement.1 Our system is ranked third 
in the world,2 and there are nearly 30 
hospices around the country providing 
these crucial services.

Why are we opposed  
to this Act?
There are many reasons why we and many 
other New Zealand citizens and organisations 
oppose this Act. These include:

•  Life is precious. We affirm that all humans 
are made in the image of God (Genesis 
1:27) and therefore possess inherent value 
and dignity regardless of age, health 
status, gender, race, religion, social status 
or potential for achievement. Death is 
a human reality, but the priority that 
governs Christian compassion in the 
process of dying is to maximise care. We 
all know the fear of suffering and the 
frustration of being unable to relieve it 
fully; however, our continuing focus is not 

End of Life Choice Referendum
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to eliminate suffering people but to find 
better ways of dealing with their suffering.

•  Regardless of whether people support the 
concept of euthanasia—and we recognise 
that within New Zealand society there is a 
diversity of opinion—our belief is that the 
End of Life Choice Act is a deeply flawed 
piece of legislation that lacks meaningful 
safeguards for the vulnerable.

•  The Care Alliance has developed a simple 
set of reasons for opposing the Act. They 
state that euthanasia/assisted dying is:

 •  Unnecessary—we have a world-
renowned palliative care system that 
already provides high-quality end of life 
care. The focus should be on improving 
access to this care, not legislating a 
quicker death

 •  Unsafe—voting yes would be a massive 
slippery slope because it means that in 
some circumstances, an assessment is 
made that a particular life is not worth 
living and should be terminated—and 
the criteria used inevitably means that 
the danger for vulnerable, isolated and 
marginalised people in our communities 
is very real and significant

 •  Unwise—physician-assisted suicide and 
euthanasia are unethical and contrary 
to the fundamental tenets of medical 
practice and are not in the interests of 
patient-centred care.

1  health.govt.nz/our-work/life-stages/
palliative-care

2 carealliance.org.nz/issues/palliative-care/

As I consider my vote, 
where can I go for 
more information?
Here is the link to the official New 
Zealand Government referendum 
website: referendums.govt.nz/
endoflifechoice/index.html

Here is a link to The Salvation  
Army’s International Positional 
Statement on Euthanasia and Assisted 
Suicide: salvationarmy.org/ihq/
ipseuthanasia

Here are links to campaigns that  
oppose the Act coming into force and  
say Vote No:
• riskylaw.nz

• voiceforlife.org.nz/euthanasia/

• familyfirst.org.nz/?s=euthanasia

Here is a link to a campaign supporting 
the Act and saying Vote Yes:
yesforcompassion.org.nz/
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At the General Election to be held on 17 
October 2020, we will be invited to vote  
on a referendum on whether the recreational 
use of cannabis should be legalised. The 
specific question will be: ‘Do you support  
the proposed Cannabis Legalisation and 
Control Bill?’

If the majority vote ‘YES’, then a draft Bill 
will be submitted to Parliament. 

Key features of the Bill 
include
•  The purchase age and legal age of use 

would be 20

•  People would be able to grow a small 
amount themselves—two plants per 
person with a maximum of four plants  
per household

•  Licensed premises would be allowed  
to sell cannabis, but it could only  
be consumed on site or in a 
private residence

•  Consumption in public places 
would be prohibited, and 
online or remote sales of 
cannabis would not be 
allowed

•  There would be a ban on 
advertising of cannabis 
products, although 
limited marketing will 
be allowed, for example, 
brands of companies on 
products.1

If Parliament then  
votes ‘YES’, the Bill  
will become law.

The Salvation Army, as 
a major addiction service 
provider, is vitally concerned 
with this piece of legislation, 
given the harms associated with 
drug addiction and abuse to our 

whānau and communities in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. However, the debate surrounding 
this issue can be particularly emotional 
and often not centred on research and 
facts. With the current laws prohibiting 
manufacture, sale and use of cannabis,  
New Zealand still has one of the higher rates 
of cannabis-use internationally. We cannot 
legislate this problem away. We can only look 
to choose the best option that reduces the 
harm to the greatest extent possible.

The referendum question provides a stark 
choice between two extreme options. The 
current law verses legalisation of cannabis. 
Other options, such as the depenalisation or 
decriminalisation of cannabis, is preferred 
by The Salvation Army, but these are not 
considered in a simple yes or no vote.

2020 Cannabis Referendum
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The Salvation Army:
•  Supports what is referred to as the 

‘decriminalisation’ of cannabis, that looks 
to shift society’s response away from 
punishment to a more compassionate 
health response when cannabis possession 
is deemed to be for personal use. However, 
we would advocate that strict legal 
prohibition is enforced for those found to 
be producing and supplying cannabis.

•  Supports the adequate funding and 
availability of drug treatment options for 
a health-based response that would make 
decriminalisation an effective option for 
people struggling with cannabis misuse.

•  Does not support the criminalisation of 
people using cannabis, as is the case under 
the existing law. Criminalising users 
can exacerbate any harm the drug may 
have caused, including entrenching them 
within the criminal justice system rather 
than supporting them to become well.

•  Believes New Zealanders do not have 
enough information to make an informed 
decision for legalisation at this point.  
We would be better off undertaking  
more research so that public policy is  
better informed.

•  It would be unwise to introduce legislation 
legalising cannabis use before we 
understand the long-term consequences 
of doing so. Legalisation cannot easily be 
stepped back from once implemented.

•  Cannabis is not the benign substance 
many would have us believe. The effects 
of cannabis differ according to a user’s 
age, their age when they started taking 
cannabis, how often it is used, and the 
quantities and potency of the cannabis. 
These effects can include addiction, 
mental illness and decreased motivation.2,3

This is why The Salvation Army is 
advocating for a form of decriminalisation 
that would see users engaging with health-

based consequences rather than criminal 
ones. However, the referendum does not 
present this as one of the options, and so 
we recommend that people consider all the 
information available before voting either 
yes or no in the upcoming referendum. There 
is more information on The Salvation Army's 
Cannabis stance within our organisation’s 
positional statement (salvationarmy.org.nz/
SPPU-DrugStatement).

1  tvnz.co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/
question-asked-in-2020-cannabis-
legalisation-referendum-revealed

2  Deborah S Hasin, 
Neuropsychopharmacology REVIEWS 
(2018) 43, 195–212 © 2018 American College  
of Neuropsychopharmacology.

3  Joseph Boden, Cannabis: what you 
need to know, UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO 
MAGAZINE SPRING 2018, 32–33.

As I consider 
my vote, where 
can I go for more 
information?
Here is the link to the official New 
Zealand Government website for the 
referendum: referendums.govt.nz/
cannabis/index.html

Here are links to campaigns relating to 
the referendum:

•  For the NO Vote, check  
saynopetodope.org.nz

•  For the YES Vote, check  
drugfoundation.org.nz
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