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Introduction
In 2005, The Salvation Army in New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga launched the Territorial Strategic Mission Plan (TSMP), with four goals to help us achieve more of our mission. Having made such a positive impact on the territory, TSMP was updated in both 2010 and 2013.

To support TSMP, a variety of sermon outlines and study guides are available to help you grapple with the goals, their biblical mandates, and how you might apply the Bible’s teaching around the goals in your life.

This particular booklet is focused on Goal One – Make Disciples and contains seven individual sermons explaining how dynamic disciples:

1. make a choice – to follow Jesus and then to love God and love others as much as they can

2. are being transformed – they are holy (set apart, pure, dedicated to God) and are changing their attitudes, character, relationships, habits and service to be like that of Jesus

3. get to know Jesus – they put in place habits to do this
4. build up the Church body – by seeking unity and serving using their spiritual gifts

5. strive for social justice – they seek to eradicate poverty and fight against injustice

6. make disciples – by sharing their love for Jesus with others
7. press on – with their eye firmly on Jesus, they press on, increasing their love for God and others, while persevering through the tough times.
A matching small group study guide is also available, to encourage further study and discussion of each topic.
Structure
You are encouraged to use all or any of these outlines as you find useful. Each one is designed to take between 10 and 15 minutes, allowing plenty of scope for you to personalise the sermon to reflect your own style and experiences.
However, if you are advertising that the sermon is related to the Territorial Strategic Mission Plan, we ask that you stay true to the key points contained in the outline to ensure a consistent message.

Each outline follows the same format:

· Overview: a summary of the sermon’s main idea and the topics it covers

· Outline: the actual sermon outline
· Application: James 1:22 says ‘But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says (NLT).’ The application section is key to each sermon, offering ideas as to how listeners might respond and apply the message to their own lives
· Other resources: links for further study and ideas for your worship services.

One approach to planning a worship service is to use the time leading up to the sermon to get people thinking about the topic so that they are more receptive to the message. This could be through a thought-provoking introduction, choice of songs for congregational singing, a drama, personal story, vocal or instrumental solo, short clip from a DVD, etc. Some ideas for each sermon are included under worship resources. 
SERMON 1

Dynamic disciples make a choice

Luke 9:57-62 (three would-be disciples)
Overview
Jesus never said following Him was going to be easy. Why is it then that so many Christians seem to have settled into a fairly comfortable faith that sees Jesus as more of a ‘get into Heaven free card’ than the Son of God who calls for on-going life transformation and service?

This first sermon defines discipleship in terms of closely following Jesus to become more like Him, resulting in us growing in our love for God and others. This provides the framework for the subsequent sermons in this series.

A strong theme throughout the sermon is the suggestion that becoming a dynamic disciple is a choice (or in practice, a continual series of choices) so the sermon ends by providing opportunity for listeners to choose.
Topics: Spiritual growth, discipleship

Outline

Introduction

The band ‘The Lads’ sing a song ‘Cross with a Pillow’. The words of the chorus are ‘You want a cross with a pillow and a hill with a view’.

This seems to be the attitude of many Christians. They want the blessings of a relationship with Jesus (ticket to heaven; worship experience; answers to prayers; being part of a loving community), at no cost.

Unfortunately, the picture of discipleship described in the Bible doesn’t come with either pillows or views. But neither will these lead you to be all God wants you to be.

We’ll start by looking at what is a dynamic disciple of Jesus, before looking at three conditions for discipleship from our Bible reading.

A. What is a Dynamic Disciple of Jesus?

The term disciple is derived from the Greek word mathetes, from the verb manthano meaning to learn (the English version comes from Latin discipulus meaning ‘a learner’). A disciple is someone who learns from a teacher, but it’s not just head knowledge – there is a desire to imitate them.

Example of a surgeon – may study and learn all about surgery, but before they operated on you, you’d like to know they had practised the actual surgery with an experienced surgeon.

Jesus Himself said this:

‘A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher’ (Luke 6:40)

A disciple of Jesus then is one who seeks to know Jesus and asks Him to direct their living. Adding the word ‘dynamic’ is not about extroversion. Instead, it implies that the discipleship journey is alive and vibrant.
So if you were following Jesus, what would He have you do? When Jesus was asked which was the most important commandment, He responded:

‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind’; and to ‘Love others as much as you love yourself’. (Matthew 22:37-39 CEV).

Or more simply – Love God and Love Others, as much as you can.
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1. What does it mean to Love God?
a) Believe in Him

God loved the world so much, that He gave His only son Jesus to save us. The first step in being a dynamic disciple is to choose to believe in Him, receive His forgiveness and become His disciple (John 3:16).

By asking Him to rule our life, we become part of the Kingdom of God. We cannot earn this. No amount of effort will get us into the Kingdom, nor will it improve our ‘status’ in the Kingdom. Instead, it is entirely by God’s grace that he offers us forgiveness and accepts us.

But our natural response is a desire to love and follow Him as much as we can. The good news is that He helps us!

b) Get to know Him

If you really love someone, you will want to get to know them and spend time with them. 

After a wife and husband had a huge argument, they ended up not talking
to each other for days. Finally, on the third day, the husband asked
where one of his shirts was.

‘Oh,’ his wife said, ‘So now you're speaking to me.’ 

He looked confused. ‘What are you talking about?’
‘Haven't you noticed I haven't spoken to you for three days?’ she challenged.

‘No,’ he said, ‘I just thought we were getting along.’
Would you notice if you went for a few days without interacting with God? To love God as much as you can, you choose to get to know Him and His will for your life.
Spiritual disciplines are behaviours that facilitate spiritual growth and are an essential way to get to know God, such as:
· Reading the Bible and applying its teaching to your life (Psalm 1:2)
· Talking with God in prayer and asking for His guidance (Colossians 4:2)
· Worshipping Him – showing reverence and gratitude to God (Psalm 29:2)
· Meeting with other Christians (e.g. for corporate worship and with a spiritual partner, mentor or small group) (Acts 2:42-47)

· Undertaking other behaviours that facilitate growth such as fasting, meditation, solitude and singing.

‘You cannot achieve salvation by disciplines – it is the gift of God. But you cannot retain it without disciplines.’ E. Stanley Jones.
c) Be transformed into His likeness

As you get to know God better and become immersed in His will for your life, transformation follows (2 Corinthians 3:18).

· Moving away from sin and anything that might contaminate our body or spirit (holiness – 2 Corinthians 7:1, 1 Peter 1:16)

· Changing attitudes and thoughts (Ephesians 4:23)

· Changing behaviours e.g. integrity, language, relationships (2 Peter 1:5-11) 

· Seeing more fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)

· Looking after His creation. God made the world and He cares for it lovingly (Psalm 65:8-13)

· And loving others!
2. What does it mean to Love Others?
The full phrase used by Jesus was ‘to love others as much as you love yourself’.

The root of most of our problems is selfishness. It affects us in our homes, churches, work, and other social relationships.
We see selfishness in action in the youngest of children. A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin (5) and Ryan (3). The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. ‘If Jesus were sitting here, He would say 'Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.' Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, ‘Ryan, you be Jesus!’
Jesus understood that the best antidote for selfishness is caring for and serving others. There are at least four types of love for others spoken about in the Bible:

a) How we treat people

Being kind, not holding grudges, maintaining integrity in our relationships, practicing hospitality, etc. (1 Cor 13:4-7, Romans 12:13)
b) Serving within the church family

All disciples have been given gifts by God, and are expected to use these to build up the church (Ephesians 4:11-13).

c) Helping those in need

Jesus tells about the final judgement, where people will be separated like sheep and goats, according to whether they have looked after those in need (Matthew 25:31-46)

d) Making disciples

Jesus’ final command was for all of us to go and make disciples. In this sense, the process of discipleship repeats itself. As we grow as a dynamic disciple of Jesus, we introduce others to Him and help to disciple them. 

So we’ve seen that a dynamic disciple is someone who has a personal relationship with Jesus, and who is striving to love God and love others, as much as they can.

The good news is that you’re not expected to be perfect. The bad news is that you are expected to be improving continuously.

B. Three Conditions for Dynamic Discipleship

Our reading (Luke 9:57-62) reveals three conditions for dynamic discipleship.

1. Dynamic Discipleship takes courage

On April 20, 1999, two teenage boys went on a rampage at Columbine High School, killing 12 students and a teacher. One of these students was Cassie Bernall. Having rebelled and become involved in drugs and the occult, Cassie turned back to God a couple of years before her death.

Her youth group had been studying the book ‘Seeking Peace’, by Johann C Arnold. In the section they were to have discussed the night Cassie died, Cassie had highlighted the following quote from Martin Luther King Jr:

‘The minute you conquer the fear of death, at that moment you are free. I submit to you that if a man hasn’t discovered something to die for, he isn’t fit to live.’ 
She handed a note to her friend Amanda on the morning she died:

‘P.S. Honestly, I want to live completely for God. It’s hard and scary, but totally worth it.’ 

Later that morning, the boys entered the library where she was studying and found her hiding under a desk and obviously praying. The boys asked her if she believed in God. Soon after, she was shot dead.

In the reading, our first ‘would be’ disciple volunteered to follow Jesus, but Jesus warned him that there would be dark days ahead. 

Foxes have holes and birds have nests, which provide security from predators. But followers of Jesus have no such place to shelter. They should expect persecution, and it will take courage to face it.

Cassie had the courage to stand up and confirm her allegiance to God and she paid the ultimate price. How about you? Do you have the courage to be a dynamic disciple?
2. Dynamic Discipleship takes commitment

After a great gathering of Christian youth, the offering was being counted. At the bottom of the offering, the counters found a photo of a teenage girl. They all had the same immediate thought – some boy had taken the girl’s wallet, taken out the photo and dropped it in the offering for a laugh. Then someone turned over the photo and found something written on the back. ‘I have nothing to give, but I give myself’.

True discipleship demands a complete surrender to the master.

The second ‘would be’ disciple wanted to follow Jesus, but only after his father had died. Perhaps he was putting his family first? Perhaps he wanted to obtain his inheritance so that he would have financial security.

Whatever the reason, Jesus asks us to commit to him wholeheartedly – to make him first above all others. How about you? How’s your commitment to Jesus?
3. Dynamic Discipleship cannot stand still – you will be moving either forward or backward

Have you ever wondered why some Christians seem to really take off in their faith, while others don’t last or don’t seem to have grown much after some time?

Unlike physical growth, spiritual growth does not happen automatically. Like building muscles, it takes effort and so is a choice. Clearly this is in partnership with God, but our part is commanded by God:

· Go and make disciples, teaching them to follow all that I have commanded (Matthew 28:19). It is implicit that disciples are obedient learners, constantly growing.

· 2 Peter 3:18 ends with a command to grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus.

· Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians roughly five years after he started their church. In his letter (1 Corinthians 3:1-3) he sets a clear expectation that the believers should have matured by this time.
Conversely, muscles also shrink without use. In your discipleship journey, if you are not stretching your faith muscles, you are slipping backwards. It may not be noticeable immediately, but over time, your desire to follow Jesus wholeheartedly will wane.

In providing an example about ploughing a field, Jesus is saying you must keep pressing forward, never looking back. Our third ‘would be’ disciple wanted to check that it was ok with his family. His mind was divided and Jesus suggested he would be looking behind, rather than towards Him.

Summary
Being a dynamic disciple means making a choice continually to love God and love others more. Getting to know God and allowing Him to transform you into his likeness, and with His help, loving and serving others.

Application
So how about you? How’s your discipleship journey?

Do you have the courage of Cassie to stand up for Jesus?

Do you have the commitment of the girl who put her photo in the offering to offer herself to Jesus?

Are you moving forward in your discipleship journey?

If you were to rate your love for God, how are you doing? Have you chosen to follow Him? If not, you can make that choice right now.
If you have already chosen to follow Jesus, are you seeking to know Him as much as you can? Is your life being transformed to be like Him? How is God challenging you about your love for Him?

What about your love for others? How are your relationships with others? Is Jesus asking you to do something to help our church? Is He asking you to help someone in need?

Who are your friends and family members that have not chosen to follow Jesus? Are you praying for them to know Jesus? 
Other Resources

For further study
· To find out more about Cassie Bernall, read the book ‘She Said Yes’ by her mother Misty Bernall (http://www.scribd.com/doc/5023727/She-Said-Yes)

Worship resources
· When I survey (demands my soul, my life, my all) – SASB 136
SERMON 2

Dynamic disciples are being transformed
Romans 12 (be transformed by the renewing of your mind)
OVERVIEW
Disciples of Jesus are being transformed into His likeness. So what is this likeness and how does this transformation happen?

Based around the first few verses of Romans 12, we look at our call to be holy – separated and pure to serve God, not conforming to the pattern of this world. We become transformed by allowing Jesus to renew our minds, which in turn transforms our attitudes, character, relationships, habits and service.

Clearly, we can’t do this on our own. We need to draw near to God and rely on His Holy Spirit.

Topics: Holiness, fruits of the spirit, attitude, character.
OUTLINE

Introduction

Last time, we defined a dynamic disciple as someone who is following Jesus wholeheartedly and becoming more and more like Him. 
When Jesus was asked which was the most important commandment, He replied:

 ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind’; and to ‘Love others as much as you love yourself’. (Matthew 22:37-39 CEV).

This provides a useful framework for discipleship – to love God and love others as much as you can. To love God is to get to know Him and allow Him to transform you into the person He wants you to be. This is our topic for today.

In our Bible reading, Paul starts by writing:

 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing, and perfect will.’ (v1-2)
There are two principles in this opening paragraph that we will look closely at – the call to be holy, and being transformed by the renewing of our minds.

A. Be holy

Paul starts by urging us to offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God. We have a word for this – holiness. But what does it mean?

1. Being holy means being separate

R.C. Sproul defines it this way:

The primary meaning of holy is ‘separate.’ It comes from an ancient word that meant, ‘to cut,’ or ‘to separate.’ Perhaps even more accurate would be the phrase ‘a cut above something.’ When we find a garment or another piece of merchandise that is outstanding, that has a superior excellence, we use the expression that it is ‘a cut above the rest.’ (R. C. Sproul, The Holiness of God (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1985), p. 40.)

When the Bible calls God holy it means primarily that God is so far above and beyond us, we can’t understand it. The same basic meaning is used when the word holy is applied to earthly things – they are set apart to be special.

For example:
Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you— majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? (Exodus 15:11)

2. Being holy means being pure

When things are made holy, they are set apart to be pure (i.e. without sin).

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart (Psalms 24:3-4a).
Under Old Testament law, animals were sacrificed for various reasons, but they had to be without fault or blemish.

3. Being holy is by means of God

So do you grasp the sheer impossibility of this task? We are imperfect. We have faults and blemishes. How can we possibly present ourselves to God and be accepted? The answer is ‘God’s mercy’. 
The phrase ‘in view of God’s mercy’ could be interpreted as ‘since God has shown us mercy, we ought to present our bodies to God …’, but the Greek would be more accurately translated ‘present our bodies by means of the mercies of God’. Paul is underlying the fact that our relationship with God is entirely dependent on His mercy, not any feelings we might have of our own merit. Our logical response to this is to offer our bodies as living sacrifices as our spiritual act of worship – to place our lives at God’s disposal.

4. Being holy means not conforming to the pattern of this world

Paul continues: ‘Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world’. (v2)
The Message puts it this way: ‘Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.’
What Paul is saying is that when mainstream society has a different view to Jesus, we are to choose the view of Jesus. A popular phrase for this is to be ‘counter-cultural’.

For example, society tells us:

· that we can set our own moral standards – do what you like as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone (or at least not too much in your opinion). We have already seen we are called to be holy – completely pure

· that we are the most important – look after number one. Jesus tells us to love others as much as we love ourselves

· to buy whatever we like, and get as much stuff as we want. The Bible tells us to be thankful and to store up treasures in heaven instead

· that sex is ok whenever you want it. The Bible tells us that sex is for enjoyment within the sanctity of marriage

· Sunday is just like Saturday. The Bible tells us we are to have a Sabbath.

This is not easy. There is pressure to conform and be like everybody else.
A chameleon is a lizard with the remarkable power to change its skin colour to blend in with its background. A chrysalis on the other hand is a pupa that turns a caterpillar into a beautiful butterfly.

Some Christians merge with their surroundings like chameleons. They act Christian in the company of other Christians, but change their standards in other environments. Legend has it that a chameleon was once placed in front of tartan and exploded from the tension. Unfortunately, the chameleon Christian likewise has an almost unbearable tension in his or her life, and so never reaches his or her potential.
A dynamic disciple of Jesus is called to be a chrysalis, allowing God to change them into His likeness.

5. Being holy does not mean out of this world

All this talk of being set apart, a cut above the rest, being different to the world, etc. might be perceived as arrogant, offensive, or just ‘holier than thou’. Interestingly, the very next verse tells us:

‘Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.’ (v3)

It’s as if Paul knows what we might think so quickly cuts us off at the knees, reminding us we are set apart to please God and we all have a long way to go!

Being set apart could also be interpreted as needing to separate ourselves from those in the world. However, this is neither what Jesus did or taught.

‘You are the light of the world… Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 5:14-16)
On the other hand, it is wise to keep away from situations that will pull us down. For example, if you are on a diet, you probably shouldn’t go into a cake shop to smell the food. In the same way, we should not play with temptation as one day we’ll succumb. We’ll find it a lot easier if we just keep away.

Some Christians are considered ‘out of this world’ by their rules, or what they wear, or their peculiar religious language. Being holy does not mean being odd! 

Being holy means living as people set apart for God, devoted to Him and being transformed into the person He wants us to be. So how does this happen?

B. How are we transformed? By the renewing of our minds

Paul does not say to renew our bodies, but to renew our minds. It’s not about physical health and fitness, but about what we think, feel and do. Bill Hull puts it this way:

‘It’s one thing to believe in Jesus. It’s quite another to believe what Jesus believed. And the first can’t be what it should be without the second. Acquiring the mind of Christ – thinking and feeling what Jesus does – that’s transformation. What did Jesus believe about life? What was important to Him? How did He define the good life? What is good and evil? How do we conduct our life? And in the end, what really matters?... As disciples, our quest should be to believe what He believed so we can live the way He lived.’ (Bill Hull, The complete book of Discipleship (NavPress 2006), p130)
Becoming like Jesus requires our minds to be transformed in at least five areas:

1. our attitudes

2. our character

3. our relationships

4. our habits

5. our service.
1. Be transformed in our Attitudes

In Philippians, Paul writes

‘Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.’ (Philippians 2:5)

The word translated as attitude in the Greek is phronos which means ‘mindset or worldview’. It is how we see the world and our outlook on life.

As we get to know God and His will for our lives, our outlook on life changes.

· We have more humility, comparing ourselves to the standard God sets, rather than those around us, and so feel an overwhelming need for God’s help (Philippians 2:3)

· We view people differently, seeing their potential, caring for them and looking to build them up (Luke 10:30-37)

· We see our possessions, money, time and talents all as gifts from God to be used for his purposes. We are grateful for what we have (Matthew 6:20)

· Our personal ambitions become secondary to wanting to follow God’s will (2 Thessalonians 1:11)

· As talked about already, our attitude to sin changes, trying to live a life that is pure and seeking forgiveness when we slip up (2 Corinthians 7:1)

· We have a joy and excitement about following Jesus (Romans 12:11).

2. Be transformed in our Character

In this context, our character is our moral or ethical strength. It’s how people would describe how we typically act, such as being kind or trustworthy.

Perhaps our true character is not what people see, but what they don’t see. 
Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, describes some of the qualities of Jesus that should increasingly become evident in our lives as Jesus transforms us. We refer to these as the fruit of the spirit.

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’ (Galatians 5:22)

So how would people describe you? Would they use words like love, kindness and goodness?

How about faithful? Can you be trusted in all things due to your integrity, hard work and perseverance?

Are you a stress sponge, always worrying or under pressure, or do you demonstrate God’s peace that surpasses all understanding?

Let’s face it, we all have a long way to go, but what is important is that we are seeing progress!

3. Be transformed in our Relationships

If our attitude is changing to see people as God sees them, and our character is changing to show more of the fruit of the spirit, it seems inevitable that the depth of our relationships will also change.

In verse 9 of our text, Paul tells us that ‘Love must be sincere’. The Greek word for ‘sincere’ means ‘without hypocrisy’, or literally, ‘without play acting’ or ‘without a mask’. 
When we understand that our relationship with Jesus is not based on our performance, our love for others can be sincere; not to improve our standing in God’s sight, or to appease our conscience, or to impress our church group; but for God’s glory and their benefit, not our own. That is sincere love. (Rosemary Bardsley, God’s Word for You (abridged))
But this is not just about our individual relationships. Paul urges us to live in harmony with each other (v18), to be generous (v13), hospitable (v13), forgiving (v14, 19) and empathetic (v15). It is a glorious picture of the Christian family into which God calls us. People who come near our church family should be overwhelmed by the atmosphere of love, generosity, harmony, forgiveness, humility and peace. How are we doing?
4. Be transformed in our Habits

Our habits are the regular patterns that we follow almost without thinking, such as brushing our teeth before we leave the house and putting on our left sock before our right.

Some habits are bad, such as addictions to drugs and pornography, or eating too much, or watching too much television. Jesus wants to transform us away from these habits.

On the other hand, patterns of good behaviour clearly help us achieve more. Tana Umaga is a famous All Blacks captain. He burst onto the rugby scene as a 19 year old and the next year became an All Black. Twelve months later, he could no longer make the team. Tana had been relying on his natural abilities, failing to put in place the good habits and discipline needed to remain at the top level. This of course changed, and he enjoyed playing in the All Blacks for a further 10 years.

Paul writes:

‘Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.’ (v11), and ‘Be … faithful in prayer’ (v12b)

Many people come to faith in Jesus and start with a real enthusiasm to follow Him. However, over time, this zeal wanes. Why? Because they have not put in place any habits that will maintain their spiritual fervour.

Absence makes the heart go yonder. If you don’t spend time with Jesus, following Him will inevitably become too hard. However, if you make it a habit to spend time praying and listening to Him and allowing Him to guide you, your relationship with Him will be alive and worth all the effort (our theme for the next study).
5. Be transformed in our Service
In verses 6-8, Paul explains ‘we have different gifts, according to the grace given us’ before providing examples of using these gifts. 
There is no concept in the Bible of a follower of Jesus not doing anything. Paul doesn’t write ‘to those of you with gifts’; he writes ‘we have different gifts’ and we are all to use them.

This is the topic for later studies in this series, so we’ll just mention three points.

1. We are all expected to serve within the church family for the common good (1 Corinthians 12, esp. v7)

2. We are all expected to help others in need – within and outside the church family (even if they are our enemies) (v20)

3. When we serve, we are to do so in love (1 Corinthians 13 is nestled in between two chapters on serving).

Summary
We’ve talked about how in becoming a disciple of Jesus, we are to be holy – set apart, dedicated to God and pure, but that we can only do this by means of God.
As we get to know Jesus more and more, He transforms us by renewing our minds, changing our attitudes, character, relationships, habits and service. While it is unrealistic to expect perfection, we should be seeing progress.

Our verse says offer your bodies ‘… as living sacrifices’. There will be a cost to doing all this. We have to be prepared to go God’s way and not ours. We have to be willing to give up anything in our lives which we know is wrong and put things right where restitution is required. 
We must not conform to the standards of the world, standing up against issues that we know are wrong, even if these go against the tide of common accepted practice.

This is hard. In fact, by ourselves it’s impossible. Anyone who says ‘Christians are people who need a crutch’ has never tried being one! This is why we have been given the Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 3:20, Paul writes:
‘Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us.’ (Ephesians 3:20)

You cannot think about this subject within the context of The Salvation Army without referring to the teaching of Commissioner Samuel Brengle, known as one of our greatest teachers on holiness. He writes:

‘If you ask how the Holy Spirit can dwell within us and work through us without destroying our personality, I cannot tell…… How can fire dwell in a piece of iron until its very appearance is that of the fire, and it becomes a firebrand? I cannot tell. Now, what fire does in iron, the Holy Spirit does in the spirits of men and women when they believe on Jesus, follow Him wholly and trust Him intelligently. He dwells in them and inspires them, till they are all alive with the very life of God. The transformation wrought in men by the baptism of the Holy Ghost, and the power that fills them, are beyond measure.’ S L Brengle. 

APPLICATION
What sort of transformation are you experiencing – like a chameleon blending into the world, or a chrysalis, being transformed by Jesus into his likeness?

Are you involved in any deliberate sin that you need to seek forgiveness for?

How are your attitudes? Do you see the world as Jesus sees it? People as Jesus sees people? Do you have a spirit of gratitude?

What about your character? How do people see you? 
Perhaps you’ve been trying really hard in your discipleship journey, but it’s all become a bit hard. You’ve lost your spiritual fervour? Is God asking you to draw near to Him again? To rely on the Holy Spirit?

The good news is that Jesus wants to transform us into His likeness, and His Holy Spirit is there to help us, if we just ask.

OTHER RESOURCES

For further study
· TSMP sermon series on the Soldier’s Covenant ‘Therefore I wills’
Worship resources
· Song: Give me a holy life – SASB 416
· Song: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty – SASB 220
· Song: Change my heart oh God

· Song: Create in me a clean heart

· Song: High above
SERMON 3

Dynamic disciples get to know God
John 10:1-6, 11-14 (Jesus is the good shepherd)
Overview

According to a Bible Society survey, only 24% of Christians read their Bible at least once each week (meaning three quarters of typical congregations do not read their Bible even once a week!). Just as sheep recognise their shepherd’s voice, dynamic disciples get to know Jesus. They need to spend time with him – chatting to him in prayer throughout their day and making the effort to read the Bible and apply its teachings to their lives.

Topics: Prayer, Bible reading, spiritual disciplines.
Outline

Introduction

Almost universally, the top three ice cream flavours around the world are vanilla, chocolate and strawberry but New Zealand bucks the trend – we have a different flavour slotting in at number two. Do you know what it is? [Hokey pokey].

You could argue that hokey pokey is just a variation of vanilla so for the purposes of this example, we’ll stick with the vanilla, chocolate and strawberry international trend.

There’s a flaw in the ranking system. Vanilla is indeed the most popular, but hearing that chocolate is number two might make you think it’s almost as popular. It’s not. Vanilla is almost twice as popular as chocolate, which itself is significantly more popular than strawberry and all the other flavours. Vanilla is way out on top.

When conducting surveys, researchers often look for what they refer to as ‘the vanilla factor’ – something that is by far the dominant reason for any results.

In a recent survey of 80,000 Christians, almost all of them spoke of a time when they had stalled in their faith (with one in five saying they were stalled currently!). When asked what got them moving again, the researchers found a vanilla factor – a single reason that stood out well above the rest for re-igniting their passion for Jesus and the consequential growth (Reveal: Follow Me, p90). 
What do you think it might have been? A crisis in their life? Meeting someone who inspired them? Switching churches? These were all at best chocolate or strawberry factors.

The vanilla factor, suggested by 70% of the respondents was ‘re-starting their personal spiritual practices’ – reading their Bible, praying, etc. This was over double the next highest factor of ‘experiencing a personal crisis’.
What does this tell us? If you want to move forward in your relationship with Jesus, you could go looking for a personal crisis, (or another church), but the better approach by far is to maintain good personal spiritual practices.

A. Why are personal spiritual practices so important?

The main reason is that knowing about someone is a lot different to knowing someone. You can read about someone, study them and interview people who knew them, but if you never actually meet them, you’ll never truly know them.
Being a disciple of Jesus is more than just ‘following his teachings’. You are called into a relationship with him where he directs your life. How can your relationship grow or you receive his direction if you don’t talk to each other?

The second reason personal spiritual practices are so important is because we are in a spiritual war. Satan wants nothing more than for our relationship with God to be messed up. Jesus refers to this in the parable of the sower:
‘The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once received it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.’ (Matthew 13:20-21)

The greatest killers of relationships are a lack of integrity, and complacency.

We all face temptations and suffer from doubt and guilt. If these are left unchecked, our relationship with Jesus will surely die. We need to be rooted in God and quick to confess our sins to maintain our integrity.

If he can’t mess up our faith, I’m sure Satan will settle for us having a mediocre relationship with God, because this makes us no threat to his kingdom.
Let’s face it – we all have times when our relationship with God is dry. We try reading the Bible but nothing seems relevant, or our prayers seem to bounce of the ceiling. The message today is if you’re in one of these ‘dry’ times, keep going anyway. We’re promised in James that if you ‘come near to God, he will come near to you.’ (James 4:8). If we make spending time with God a priority, eventually our joy and zeal are sure to return.

On the other hand, perhaps your relationship with God is going really well. Paul, the greatest leader of the early Church, kept striving for an ever better relationship with God.

 “I don’t mean to say that I am perfect. I haven’t learned all I should even yet, but I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ saved me for and wants me to be.” (Philippians 3:12, Living Bible)
It is pretty clear that whether you’re a new Christian, someone on a spiritual high, or one of the 20% plus who are currently stalled in your faith, committing to personal spiritual practices is essential.
B. We’re not doing it

You might be thinking ‘why do we need to know this stuff – surely everyone here is already praying and reading their Bible regularly’? Well, according to Bible Society research undertaken in New Zealand, only 11% of Christians read the Bible daily with a further 13% reading it weekly. In other words, if our congregation is typical of those in the survey, three quarters of people here will not be reading their Bible even once per week!

When people were asked why they didn’t read the Bible more, the main personal reasons were:

· Too busy so reading the Bible becomes a lower priority

· Little understanding of the overall Bible story making it hard to know where to start or how it all fits together

· How do you apply the Bible to life situations, especially violent Old Testament stories?

There’s a saying ‘give someone a fish and you’ll feed them for a day – but teach them to fish and you’ll feed them for a lifetime’. We can’t teach you the whole Bible today, but we can teach you to feed yourself the Bible for a lifetime. So, today, we’re going to take a very practical approach to getting to know God. We’re only going to look at two things:

1. Hearing from God – how does God guide us?

2. How might I spend some specific time with God each day?

C. Hearing from God

The story is told of someone who while in Israel observed something quite remarkable. Three shepherds all led their sheep to have a drink of water and the sheep all intermingled. With no obvious markings, the observer wondered how they would ever get them sorted out again. Then the remarkable thing happened. Once the sheep finished drinking, each shepherd walked away in a different direction, singing, and at once, the sheep split and followed their own shepherd!
Even though all the shepherds were singing, the sheep could distinguish their own shepherd from the others. They knew their shepherd’s voice because they knew their shepherd so well. They had grown up hearing him sing in the hills and pastures season after season. They had been with him enough to be able to distinguish his voice from that of anyone else.

Hearing from God is a two-way thing. On the one hand, when we are faced with decisions, we seek his assistance. On the other hand, he prods us and prompts us to become more like him and to do things as part of his plan.

The most important way to develop your relationship with God is to spend time with Him and to get to know his voice.

Jesus regularly went off into the hills to pray and to seek his Father’s will. For example, Luke 11:1 tells us ‘Once when Jesus had been out praying …’
What’s more, he told us to do the same.

‘When you pray (note: not if), go away by yourself, all alone, and shut the door behind you, and your Father, who knows all your secrets will reward you.’ (Matthew 6:6 )

So how do we hear from God? I suggest there are three levels – the norm, the super-norm and the extra super-norm.
1. Norm
As it suggests, this is God speaking to us normally. 

For example, we have the Bible. Someone has said the Bible provides 90% of the guidance you need for your life. You don’t need to talk to God about whether to leave your spouse – the Bible says not to. You don’t need to ask God whether to gossip, or get involved in the occult, or lie, or steal, or not help your neighbour.

What the Bible doesn’t give us is answers to specific questions, like ‘should I take this particular job?’ or ‘should I move to this house?’. If we seek guidance for these, God needs to use a few other means.

One is common sense. You may be relieved to know that when you become a Christian, you’re not expected to leave your brain behind. And you don’t have to ask God what to wear in the morning or whether to brush your teeth!

Another is wise friends. What about your thinking ‘what would Jesus do in this situation?’ These are all ways that God can speak to us, without being ‘spectacular’. That leads us to the next level – the super norm.

2. Super-norm

It’s important that you chat to God throughout the day. You’ll share your thoughts, offer thanks and praise, confess your sins and seek his voice. Over time, you’ll learn to recognise the quiet voice in your head that is directing and shaping you.

It is also useful to set aside some specific time each day to read your Bible, reflect and pray specifically to God. We’ll talk more about that soon. 

Sometimes, God needs to get our attention, or you just know God is speaking directly to you.
· You’re reading your Bible and something jumps out at you.

· You’re walking down the street and suddenly feel a strong impression to pray or go and talk to someone.

· You see a few coincidences that all point to the same thing, before realising they’re not coincidences after all.

3. Extra super-norm

The third type is the extra super-norm. These are the spectacular, miraculous signs that most of us rarely (or never) see. God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. He spoke to Jesus in an audible voice at his transfiguration. He sent angels to speak messages.
I’m not sure how many people here have had visits from angels, but if you don’t hear God speak to you in an audible voice, you’re in the majority!

Often people will ask ‘how do I know that was God’? Like the sheep, over time you become familiar with his voice, and so find it easier to differentiate. However, you should always test everything against the Bible. God will never tell you to do something that goes against what the Bible says.
This means it is very important for you to get to know the content of the Bible! And to do this, you need to follow a few principles.
D. How might you set about reading the Bible?
Principle #1 is ‘You need a decent Bible’.
Start off by getting yourself a decent translation to read. If you have an old King James Version sitting on your shelf, don’t dust it off – leave it there.
The Bible was written in Aramaic, Hebrew and Ancient Greek. This means unless you are fluent in these languages, you will need to rely on an English translation. Fortunately, there are many of these available that use modern language, rather than ‘thee’s and ‘thou’s.

The most common is the New International Version (NIV), but two others are also recommended – the New Living Bible and the Contemporary English Version (CEV). The New International Readers Version (NIrV) is becoming the most popular for children.

Now, let’s say you get a Bible from the bookshop and take it home in your bag. I need to let you into a secret - having a Bible in your house does not guarantee that its contents will be transferred into your mind. There is no spiritual process of osmosis whereby its contents will miraculously move. 
Principle #2 is ‘You have to read it’.
Principle #3 is ‘Make it a Habit’.
Reading the Bible works best when you plan it. What I mean is that you decide on the best time for you to read the Bible, then do that every day.

For some this means first thing in the morning. For others it might be while travelling to work, over lunch, or before you go to sleep. Decide what works best for you. Ideally, you should be alone and in a quiet place.

How often should you read the Bible and for how long? Try starting by aiming for five minutes every day – that’s it. It’s like exercise - you don’t want to pull any spiritual muscles!
If you miss a day, don’t worry – do it the next day. If you miss a few days – put in some extra effort to get going again.

Be encouraged – research has shown that 21 days of consecutive similar experiences form a habit. If you can keep it up for three weeks, reading your Bible will become easy as it forms part of your daily routine.

Principle #4 is Chew, don’t gulp

The Bible is quite meaty. It’s designed for you to read small bits at a time and chew on them, rather than reading chapters and chapters. You are better off reading one section and thinking about how it applies to you, rather than reading chapters like a novel.
E. I’ve set aside five minutes – what do I do?

If you haven’t read the Bible before, you are recommended to start in the New Testament with one of the books that tell you about the life of Jesus (Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) then move on to Acts to learn about the apostles.

Even better would be to get a book to guide you, such as E100 or a devotions book such as Closer to God or Word for Today. You can subscribe to Word for Today at the Radio Rhema website (www.rhema.co.nz).

Start by asking God to speak to you through the passage you are reading then read the passage.

Read the section, and as you read, ask yourself two questions:

1. What does it mean? What did it mean to the person who wrote it or the people who first read it? (This is where the notes may be helpful) 

2. How does it apply to me? This is the most important stage. It is when we see the relevance of what we are reading and put it into practice that we find the Bible comes alive and we become conscious that we are hearing God’s voice. Jesus said:

“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24).

Read a section, consider what it means and decide how you can put what you have read into practice. That’s it!
Extra for experts: Journaling
If you have extra time, or you want to take your quiet time with God to a new level, consider journaling as a great way to keep yourself accountable and to help you focus on God.

All you need is a notebook and pen (or computer). Basically, you review your day, which slows you down from your busyness to think about God and as with anything, review helps you improve.

Don’t write a diary (e.g. I got up then ate breakfast). You are looking at the things you did well; the things you would do differently if you could; who you interacted with and how you made use of your time.

As you apply this discipline, you’ll be allowing God to challenge you and draw you into his presence. It’s also a great time of confession and seeking forgiveness.
Praying

A lot of people find it difficult to pray. They either don’t know what to pray about, or fall asleep while praying!

Good ways to stop being sleepy are to pray out loud or write your prayers down.

If you’re not sure what to pray, consider using a prayer model such as ACTS – Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication:

· Adoration: what is something that you adore about God (e.g. his love, his power, his presence, his companionship, his creation, etc.).

· Confession: apologise to God for anything you’ve done that he wouldn’t have wanted you to, or things that you haven’t done that he did want you to. Be as sincere and specific as possible. 

· Thanksgiving: thank God for answered prayers and for all your blessings - spiritual, relational blessings, material …
· Supplication (praying for needs): there is so much to pray for! For friends and family, your church, church leaders, politicians, world issues, personal issues, things that you’re working on (e.g. spending regular time with God, kicking a bad habit, etc.), your work, …
Following a model like ACTS helps you focus on God first rather than your wish list. But you must also remember to listen! Communication is a two-way deal. God wants to speak to you as well.

If you have difficulty listening to God, try putting in place some structure to stop your mind wandering. For example, ask God if there is anything he wants to talk to you about your relationship with him? Then listen. You can then ask further questions, such as what he wants to talk to you about:
· your relationship with anyone else?

· your character?

· your ministry?
· your work?

Then listen!

Summary
According to the research, the vanilla factor for keeping your relationship with God strong is being committed to spending time with God, chatting to him through your day, and setting aside time to read the Bible and pray.

We all know that we should do this, and yet, according to the Bible Society, three quarters of the people here today will not be reading the Bible even once a week.

I’m sure you’ve all heard the time management example of trying to put large rocks, small stones and sand all in the same container. If you start with the sand, you cannot fit everything in. However, if you put the big rocks in first, then the stones, the sand slides into the gaps and it fits. The big rocks are your priorities. Are you prepared to make spending time with Jesus a big rock in your life?

You need to be remember we are in a spiritual war so Satan absolutely does not want you doing this. Let’s say you decide you will get up earlier this week to read your Bible, don’t be surprised if you end up having a late night, or a sudden early morning meeting at work, or an argument – something that makes it really hard for you to get up. Expect opposition!

But also be encouraged. Twenty one days of consecutive similar experiences form a habit so you’re aiming to stick at it for three weeks. Then it will be part of your routine and become easy to maintain.
Application

Someone has written a fairly well known poem entitled:
Love Letter from Jesus

How are you? I just had to send you this letter to tell you how much I love you and care about you. I saw you yesterday as you were walking with your friends. I waited all day, hoping you would walk and talk with me also. As evening drew near, I gave you a sunset to close your day, and a cool breeze to rest you. Then I waited; but you never came. O yes, it hurt me, but I still love you because I am your friend.

I saw you fall asleep last night, and I longed to touch your brow, so I spilled moonlight upon your pillow and your face … Again I waited, wanting to rush down so we could talk. I have so many gifts for you.

You awakened late this morning and rushed off for the day. My tears were in the rain. Today you looked so sad, so alone. It makes my heart ache because I understand. My friends let me down and hurt me many times, but I love you. I try to tell you in the quiet green grass. I whisper it in the leaves and trees, and breathe it in the colour of the flowers. I shout it to you in the mountain streams and give the birds love songs to sing. I clothe you with warm sunshine and perfume the air. My love for you is deeper than the oceans and bigger than the biggest want or need you could ever have.

We will spend eternity together in heaven. I know how hard it is on earth. I really know, because I was there, and I want to help you. My Father wants to help you too. He’s that way, you know. Just call me, ask me, talk to me. It is your decision … I have chosen you, and because of this I will wait … because I love you.

Your friend, Jesus

What changes do you need to make in your life to spend more time getting to know God?

When is the best time for you to have a daily quiet time with God? Do you need to do anything to prepare, like get a new Bible or a devotions book?

Are you prepared to make spending time with God a big rock in your life?

Other Resources

For further study
· The Territorial Strategic Mission Plan (TSMP) studies on Knowing God
· E100 Bible reading challenge (www.e100nz.org.nz) 
· Authenticity – small group series from Interactions on being honest with God and others 
· Too busy not to pray by Bill Hybels

· Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster

· The Spirit of the Disciplines by Dallas Willard

Worship resources

· Have a display of various Bibles and devotions books 

· Song: The greatest thing in all my life (I want to know you more)
· Song: Millennium Prayer

· Song: Open the eyes of my heart (I want to know you)
· Song: None but Jesus

SERMON 4

Dynamic disciples build up the Church body
Ephesians 4:1-16 (unity and spiritual gifts)
Overview

The most compelling evidence that Jesus is the Truth is not a slick marketing campaign or persuasive apologetics. Jesus says ‘by this will all men know you are my disciples, if you love one another’ (John 13:35).

The best advertisement for Christianity is a community of disciples demonstrating love for one another. When people see and experience such a community, how can they not be attracted to it? 

Ephesians 4 refers to this community of disciples as being the body of Jesus, with Jesus as the head. 
This sermon uses the analogy of body parts all being needed and having to work together, to discuss the need for dynamic disciples of Jesus to be unified and to use their spiritual gifts to build up the Church. To finish, listeners are invited to repent of any behaviours that have destroyed unity in the church, and to consider their use of their spiritual gifts. 

Topics: Spiritual gifts, unity
Outline

Introduction

In his book ‘Think Orange’, Reggie Joiner explains that no matter how much effort we put in, the church will never out-produce culture when it comes to putting on a good show. We can’t compete with Hollywood or record companies who invest millions of dollars in entertainment. But here’s the good news: culture can never outdo churches with respect to creating community (adapted from ‘Think Orange’, by Reggie Joiner, p195; published by David C Cook).

The Bible paints a wonderful picture of community. We are described as the body of Christ, with all the parts working together in love, characterised by words such as joy, peace, forgiveness, integrity, hope, welcoming and hospitable. 

Why is this so essential? Because the most compelling evidence that Jesus is the Truth is not a slick marketing campaign or persuasive apologetics. Jesus says:

‘By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ (John 13:35)

The best advertisement for Christianity is a community of people demonstrating love for one another. When people see and experience such a community, how can they not be attracted to it? 
On the other hand, why would they want to be a part of a community of people who seem no different – who have no more peace or joy; who hold grudges and don’t offer forgiveness; who take without giving; or who are no more hospitable or welcoming – with people who don’t get along?

Paul often describes the church as the body of Christ, one body made of many parts, all working together. In our physical bodies, we have a whole range of organs, each with different roles but each needed to help the body function. If any organ shuts down, sickness (or death) will result.

Imagine if tonight, while you are sleeping, your liver suddenly decides:

· ‘this body is not really doing it for me anymore. I need to get out and go somewhere else where I can really develop’, or

· ‘I’m not really needed here – I think I’ll just take a break for a few years’.

How would you respond to your liver’s views? Clearly it is ridiculous. If it didn’t change its view, you’d be dead before you could get a liver transplant.
Is this a silly example? Of course, yet doesn’t the same apply to the body of Christ? We too often think we are either self-sufficient and can do better on our own, or that we’re not really required. It is true that we have a personal relationship with Jesus, but nowhere in the Bible will you find any reference to a ‘just Jesus and me’ view of spirituality. The message is very clear – dynamic disciples do their part to build an authentic Christian community.

So how is such a community developed? In our Bible reading, the apostle Paul focuses on two key ingredients – unity and service.

A. The Need for Unity
This chapter in Ephesians is headed up ‘Unity in the Body of Christ’. 
While you may think it good if everyone was just like you, it’s quite likely others would disagree! Just like it is good that our body is not just a liver, one of the great things about the world is that we are all different. 
Katharine Briggs and Isabel Myers developed what is now known as the Myers-Briggs personality type indicator, consisting of four pairs of psychological differences. For example, some people prefer to make decisions with their heads, trying to be fair, while others prefer to make decisions with their hearts, trying to be compassionate. Imagine if the world only contained thinkers – it would be a pretty harsh environment. On the other hand, the world might be a lovely place going nowhere if the world only contained carers.
The beauty is that we’re all different, and working together, we can do so much more than on our own. For example, we can make rational decisions that have taken into account people’s feelings. However, because we are all different, there will be times when we disagree and struggle to get along.

So let’s look at Paul’s instructions on building unity in the body of Christ:
‘Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.’ (v2)
Paul starts by urging us to be completely humble. The Collins Dictionary describes humble as being aware of your own shortcomings. When we compare ourselves to Jesus, it becomes a lot easier to be humble, and so not be too hard on any perceived faults in others! Instead, we are to be gentle, patient and bearing with one another in love.

Next we are to:

‘Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.’ (v3)
When there is a disagreement, we need to seek peace. Why? To keep the unity of the Spirit. This means we are to be proactive, regardless of whether we believe we are at fault or not. On the other hand, this does not mean seek peace at all costs. Where there is behaviour that goes against the Spirit, verse 15 tells us to speak the truth (but in love!).

Notice Paul uses the word ‘one’ seven times in these next three short verses to emphasise the importance of unity.

 ‘There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.’ (v4-6)
He is asking us to concentrate on our similarities rather than our differences. As Christians, we agree on at least 90%. We believe in Jesus, the forgiveness He offers, our need to repent, our view on sin, etc. We may have some debate around the edges but we need to promote what we do agree on.

This is particularly important across denominations. For example, do we need to be baptised in water or not and if so, does it have to be full immersion or is partial ok. What we all agree on is that it is important to repent and that we should be fully immersed in Jesus.
When people outside the church see us disagreeing or being dysfunctional, they completely write off the important message that we all agree on – that God loved the world so much that he gave Jesus to die for us, that if we believe and accept His forgiveness, we will have eternal life.

Can you see how critical it is for us to have unity?
B. The Need for Service
The second key to developing a biblical community is service. If the liver decides it can’t be bothered working any more, the body will certainly suffer.
In the next verses, Paul makes it clear that we are all given gifts by God and we are to use them to build up the church.
‘But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men”…

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.’ (v7-8, 11-12)

1. Spiritual gifts defined

We refer to these as spiritual gifts – special God-given abilities which enable a believer to effectively serve in the body of Christ.

Each part of this definition is important. Spiritual gifts are:

1. given by God: they are given by God’s grace according to His purposes – we don’t get to select them and we don’t earn them. This means, there is no point in us wishing we could do something like someone else, and there is no place for pride in any role.
2. special abilities: they help you achieve something effectively. If you are not achieving anything, perhaps you should consider whether your gifting is actually for something else.
3. for believers only: they are not the same as natural talents (which everyone has). In some cases they will be the same; in some cases they will be different
4. for serving in the body of Christ: we are not to be idle, nor will these gifts help us outside the body of Christ.
Before moving on, we should just cover off a few things that spiritual gifts are not:

1. the gift of the Holy Spirit: when you decide to make Jesus the leader of your life, you are given the Holy Spirit to help you live as a dynamic disciple

2. fruit of the Spirit: these are the nine character qualities mentioned in Galatians 5:22-23 that all believers should be showing in increasing quantities

3. a ministry role: there is no such thing as the gift of youth worker or music team leader. These are simply cases where believers are using their gifts like leadership, teaching or pastoring in a particular way.
2. Does every believer have a spiritual gift?
Emphatically yes! If you combine verses 7 and 8, you see that ‘each one of us’ has been given grace, which in context means gifts.
However, if you don’t think this is clear enough, Romans 12 is more explicit:

 ‘In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.’ (Romans 12:5-6a)

We can say without a doubt that spiritual gifts are given to every believer. In fact, you are likely to have more than one.

3. What are the spiritual gifts?
This is something that is quite contentious. Our reading today lists five gifts:
‘It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers’ (v11)

There are two other main listings of gifts, plus numerous references to individual gifts scattered throughout the New Testament. The three main lists are different, with some cross over. Therefore, it is clear that the lists are intended to be illustrative rather than exhaustive (otherwise they’d all be the same).

Here’s one list of spiritual gifts, listed under four categories to make it a little easier to read:
· service gifts: mercy, giving, helps, service

· leadership gifts: leadership, faith, discernment, wisdom, knowledge, evangelism

· teaching gifts: teaching, pastoring, exhortation

· foundation gifts: apostleship, prophecy, tongues, interpretation, miracles, healing, intercession.

We say that spiritual gifts are special abilities given by God, but this doesn’t let you off the hook in areas mentioned elsewhere in the Bible. For example, you can’t say ‘I don’t need to tell others about Jesus because I don’t have the gift of evangelism’. The Bible is very clear that we should always be prepared to tell others about the reason for our faith; it’s just that those with the gift of evangelism will be so much more effective. Similarly, we all need to pray, but people with the gift of intercession may pray for hours.

While there are around 20 different gifts listed in the Bible, it is more important to understand that God gives whatever gifts are needed for the time needed to build up His Church. Therefore, there could be completely new gifts for today (perhaps the gift of texting?).

4. Why should you discover your spiritual gifts? 

Firstly, knowing your spiritual gifts will help you be involved in a role that brings you fulfilment. For example, there are some of us who enjoy speaking in public, but for many people, it makes you feel sick in the stomach. People with the gift of mercy will enjoy visiting people who are sick or in hospital. Some with the gift of administration may enjoy looking after the finances while others couldn’t think of anything worse.

We have each been given a unique set of gifts for building up the body of Christ. When you use them to serve others in a way that you feel comfortable, you will find fulfilment.

Secondly, you should discover your spiritual gifts because the Church needs you. God has given just the right gifts that are needed to build up His Church. If you are not serving or serving in the wrong area, the Church is missing out on your gifts. Perhaps something is not being done, or at least not being done effectively.

Thirdly, using your spiritual gifts helps us become who Jesus wants us to be.

 [He gave us gifts] ‘so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.’ (v12-13)
If you want to attain the whole measure of the fullness of Christ, use your gifts.

5. How do you find out what your gifts are?

Here’s three ways to get you started.
1. Learn about them: read the passages in the Bible about gifts, especially Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 12 and today’s reading Ephesians 4. 

2. Determine which ones you might have:
a. pray! God has given you gifts so He’ll want you to know about them
b. consider what service has provided you with fulfilment in the past

c. ask people who know you well what they think

d. if you’re still not sure, try a spiritual gift questionnaire available on the internet (or through a course such as Network). 

3. Try them: get involved. The only real way to find out whether you have a particular gift is to try something that needs it. It won’t take long for you to discover whether it is for you or not!

Summary

We can’t compete with culture around entertainment, but culture can’t outdo churches with respect to creating community. Why? Because out of our love for God comes an authentic love for others.
The best advertisement for Christianity is a community of people demonstrating love for one another. When people see and experience such a community, how can they not be attracted to it? 

Paul concludes the passage:
‘From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.’ (v15)

Dynamic disciples understand spiritual gifts, using theirs to build up the Church in love. They don’t complain or compete. They don’t take it easy. Instead, they are united in purpose, each doing their part so the body grows and develops.
In some ways, the church is like a puzzle. When all the pieces get connected, people will look and say ‘What a beautiful picture!’
Application

So what shape is our church body in? Have we got such a strong sense of unity amongst a group of people all serving using their gifts that people will want to join us?

How is God challenging you today? Are you living as a dynamic disciple?
Do you need to repent of behaviour that is causing disunity? Do you need to restore a relationship? Do you need to seek forgiveness?

Do you know what gifts God has given specifically to you for building up His Church? Are you using these gifts or are you sitting back leaving the work to others? Are you finding fulfilment in your service or are you being challenged to step out and do something different?

God wants us to be known for our unity and service. Let’s all play our part.

Other Resources

For further study
· The Network Course, Willow Creek Resources
· ‘Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow’, Peter Wagner (Regal Books)

Worship resources

· Children’s story: The Little Red hen (no-one wanted to help her work, but everyone wanted to eat the bread she made)

· Consider having a handout that contains very specific ministry gaps for which people could sign-up to
· Song: Take my life and let it be – SASB 525

· Song: Servant song

SERMON 5

Dynamic disciples strive for social justice
Matthew 25:31-46 (sheep and goats)
Overview

Using the stories of the Good Samaritan and the sheep and goats, this sermon unpacks the dream of social justice. Starting with a definition and the biblical mandate, it explains that ‘we all need to do something’ and offers practical advice on how to do so.
Most of the content for this sermon comes from the book Just Imagine by Roberts and Strickland.
Topics: Social justice
Outline

Introduction

The story of the Good Samaritan is well known. Jesus tells the story of a man travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho when he is set upon by robbers and left half dead. A priest and a Levite pass by ignoring the man, before a Samaritan stops, helps the man and pays for his recuperation.

One of the keys to this story is in the Samaritan. God chose to reveal himself to the world through the Jewish people who were set apart and very proud of their heritage. The people of Samaria were Jews who had over the centuries intermarried with non-Jews, causing enormous friction and fighting to the point where Jews and Samaritans absolutely hated each other. The Good Samaritan would be better named ‘the Despised Samaritan’.
I wonder how Jesus would tell the story today? Who would he use for the people walking by – bible scholars, Divisional Commanders, or just you and me?

If you were the person who had been robbed, who would Jesus use in the story as the Despised Samaritan to shock you? A poor person from Africa? Someone with a different skin colour to yours? Someone on a benefit? A sex offender who has just been released from prison?
What about the man robbed – people typically assume that he was a good man, but what if he wasn’t, would it change the story? Should it?

Over the last few weeks, we’ve been looking at what it means to be a dynamic disciple – loving God and loving others as much as you can. Today we’re looking at loving others in the context of striving for social justice. 

This is clearly the focus of our Territorial Strategic Mission Plan’s third goal – ‘To fight injustice’. The intent today is to help you better understand the issues, and ask you to join or increase your involvement in the fight.

It is useful at this stage to mention the difference between charity and justice. Charity seeks to help people who are suffering. Justice seeks to remove the cause of the suffering. Both are important, but today, we’re focusing more on justice.

A. What is Social Justice?

The concept of justice is well understood. Try distributing lollies unevenly between children and you’ll quickly hear cries of ‘that’s not fair!’ There is a deep sense inside us of what is right and when that ‘right’ is abused or wronged, our values cry out against it.

However, justice is also extremely complex as there are no absolutes. Our sense of justice tends to be influenced by our personal point of reference. For example, what do you believe is more just – having higher tax rates for those with higher incomes to distribute the wealth more evenly, or having a flat tax so that everyone is taxed evenly? My guess is that most higher income earners would say a flat tax, while lower earners would argue for the sliding scale.
How about only allowing people into the country who are well qualified and so unlikely to be a burden on the country, versus bringing in people from poor countries to offer them a better life?

Should we be pushing for lengthy, harsh prison sentences for offenders, or doing all we can to help offenders before offering them a second chance (and third, and fourth …)? 
If we go back to our lolly scenario, maybe the kids don’t really care whether some children have missed out – just that they didn’t! We have a natural tendency to accept a situation of injustice as long as we’re the ones with more.

Any action that causes injustice is sin. A phrase you may hear is that sin is personal (never private) and social. At first this may not make much sense. What do we mean that sin is personal and social, but never private? The contention is that sin always affects others.

For example, early in 2010, New Zealand Ministers of the Crown had their expense claims made public for the first time, revealing that a minister had been watching pornographic movies in a hotel room. Was this sin private? Not if you consider the social impact of the sin. The demand for pornography means that there is an entire industry set up to exploit and commercialise women. Believing that this sin was ‘private’ completely misses the ‘others’ who were present in the room with the politician via the media. If we also fall into the trap of believing our sin is private, we miss the wider social implications of our sinning. On the other hand, considering the social implications of our sin helps us be more conscious and so hopefully stops us sinning.
There are two types of sins – sins of commission (what we do) and sins of omission (what we haven’t done). In the book Just Imagine, Roberts and Strickland put it this way:

 ‘Injustice today is often a combination of commission (done in secret, such as corporate executives exploiting developing world labourers) and omission (fuelled by our own personal greed, when we buy the cheapest clothes on the market and don’t ask who made them and under what conditions). These are the personal implications of injustice as sin. We are implicit in the relationship.’ (Just Imagine, p37)

So what is social justice? ‘It’s an idea that the world and everyone in it can live equal, safe and dignified lives.’ (Just Imagine, p13)
Or to quote from Bono, the lead singer in the band U2:

‘It’s annoying but justice and equality are mates. Aren’t they? Justice always wants to hang out with equality. And equality is a real pain!’

B. What does the Bible say about Justice?

1. An Old Testament view

As you read the Old Testament, you’re not left with any doubt about what God thinks of justice. He establishes the nation of Israel as his chosen people to demonstrate to the world a different way of living. For example, being allowed to pass through fields at harvest only once so as to leave food for the poor; when a man died, his brother was to marry his wife so that someone continued to provide for her; being forbidden to make a fellow Israelite your slave; and years of jubilee where all debts were cancelled and land was returned to the original owners.
It’s a wonderful picture of a just community, but one that the Israelites failed to hold on to. Time and time again, God had to send prophets to remind them that he is a God of justice, so he expected them to be just.

For example, Jeremiah brings this message in Jeremiah chapter nine:

‘This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom, or the strong man boast of his strength, or the rich man boast of his riches,

but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight," (Jeremiah 9:23-24)
Perhaps the most famous reference to justice comes from Micah 6:

‘And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God’ (Micah 6:8)

If we want to know God, we must understand his passion for justice. 

2. A New Testament view

But that’s the Old Testament view, I hear some of you say – when God was harsh and it was all about rules. Jesus didn’t talk about justice. Actually you couldn’t be further from the truth.
For example, Jesus described his own ministry as bringing justice to the poor (Luke 4:18).

While these days, righteousness and justice have slightly different meanings, in Biblical terms, these words are identical. It’s interesting to substitute the word justice for righteousness in some well-know passages:

‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be filled.’ (Matthew 5:6)

‘But seek first his kingdom and his justice, and all these things will be given to you as well.’ (Matthew 6:33)

But perhaps the most compelling New Testament view of justice is from our Bible reading today. The story of the sheep and goats is pretty clear:

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. (Matthew 25:31-32)

[The people on his left] also will answer ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life’ (Matthew 25:44-46)
Did you note the last line – ‘they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous [those seeking social justice] to eternal life’. So, if we want eternal life, it sounds like we need to take this justice stuff pretty seriously.

But is that what it is – a tick in the box? The command from Jesus is ‘to love others as much as you love yourself.’ (Matthew 22:39 CEV). The apostle Paul puts it this way:

‘If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.’ (1 Corinthians 13:3)

This is a challenge to us all. We are called to love others who are different to us and to help people we will never know. The goal today is for you to take just one step that you feel is significant to you. Then who knows – this may be the start of something great.

C. What can we do?

Here are three things you can do to be involved.
1. Become informed

The first is to become informed (and inform others). What do you know about social justice and the various things that are already happening to fight injustice?

What do you know about Fair Trade and Make Poverty History?
Subscribe to the mailing list for The Salvation Army’s Social Policy and Parliamentary Unit. Read their monthly newsletter and regular reports and get engaged in the discussions. Read the Just Actions sheets that explain some of the poverty issues affecting people in New Zealand.
Read books on injustice, such as the Just Imagine book this sermon is based on.
Find out about what is happening in Parliament and Local Government. What are the issues that are causing injustice?

Find out what The Salvation Army is already doing in your area. Where are the local social service centres? Do they need any help?
2. See

The second is to see – to start noticing injustice around you. Look for people who are suffering. Watch the news with new ‘justice’ eyes.

Get to know people in your community who are suffering and seek to understand why.

As well as looking around, it is important to also look within. How do we see people who are not like us? What are our attitudes to those who are poor? Do we need forgiveness for any prejudices? Have we been complicit in social sin?

3. Act

Finally, we need to act. When God told Moses that he was sending him to Egypt to rescue the Israelites from the injustice being inflicted on them by the Egyptians, Moses responded by saying ‘Who am I to lead the people out of Egypt?’ (Exodus 3:11). We might be tempted to use the same argument, but as with Moses, God is unlikely to accept our squirming!

There is a whole range of things we can do. If we work together, we can make a difference. These ideas are not intended to be directive or exhaustive. We all have our own skills and passions – but we should all do something.
So what can we do? A good place to start is with our attitudes.

· Are we hospitable? What would happen if we each invite people from the community or church around for meals and try to get to know them?

What about our money? How much of our money do we use to help others?

· Sponsoring a child will help them and their family out of poverty. How many children do you sponsor? The Salvation Army’s Cherish a Child programme costs $25 per month to help a child receive an education. If you buy a coffee each day, that could sponsor three children! If everyone here sponsored children, that would make a difference.
· Have you heard of income generating projects? Organisations are having huge success helping mums in third world countries start their own businesses to lead their families out of poverty. We could all raise money for self-denial or a women’s ministry project, or sponsor projects through The Salvation Army’s overseas development or a site like www.kiva.com.

How do we spend our money?
· How much do you spend unnecessarily on yourself? When you buy something, do you ask yourself if you really need it? Could you buy it second-hand, for example, through Trademe or a Family Store?

· Do you ask where the item has come from and if anyone been exploited in bringing it to you? Is there a fairer way to purchase this (e.g. fair trade)?

· As a church, should we set a percentage goal for our spending? Are our community ministries helping the people who need it most?

If we all change our spending habits, we can make a difference.

Finally, how do we spend our time? What do we do for others? Can you volunteer at a local social service centre? Is there someone here who would become our social justice champion to keep us informed about issues, or who would like to lead a justice project or small group?

For most of us, getting involved in social justice will not involve grand plans, but it should be personally significant. For example, buying fair trade coffee might be significant because it is more expensive. Sponsoring a child (or children!) might require personal sacrifice to raise the money and engage with the child through correspondence.
Summary
So what is social justice? Mick Dodson writes:
‘Social justice is what faces you in the morning. It is awakening in a house with adequate water supply, cooking facilities and sanitation. It is the ability to nourish your children and send them to school where their education not only equips them for employment but also reinforces their knowledge and understanding of their cultural inheritance. It is the prospect of genuine employment and good health; a life of choices and opportunity, free from discrimination.’ (Mick Dodson, from Just Imagine p16)

How do you think the man who had been beaten would have responded to the Good Samaritan? No doubt he would have been overwhelmed with gratitude and with a desire to pay the deed forward – to help others in the same way that he had been helped.

Another view of the story of the Good Samaritan is that the beaten man was someone that no-one had to help and that we are that man. We have all sinned and so have separated ourselves from God. Yet, God in his mercy sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins and to restore our relationship with him. Jesus is our Good Samaritan. Out of gratitude for this mercy, how can we respond with anything other than an overwhelming desire to seek justice for others!

Application

So what are you doing to help the poor and fight injustice? What could you do?
How do you treat others? Do you treat everyone as equal? If the person who was beaten in the Good Samaritan story was not like you, would it change the story for you? How many people unlike you do you know by name?

How informed are you? What do you know about the issues faced by people in your community? What do you know about movements such as Fair Trade and Make Poverty History? What do you know about our own Social Policy and Parliamentary Unit? What do you know about upcoming law changes?

Are you influencing decisions? How many petitions have you signed in order to change an unjust law? Who can you influence?

How do you manage your money? Are you conscious of the effect of your spending decisions on others? How much of your income do you spend on others?

What is the step that is significant to you that you will commit to today?
Benediction – A Franciscan Prayer

May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and superficial relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart.
May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people.

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and transform their pain into joy.

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN make a difference in this world, so that you are able, with God's grace, to do what others claim cannot be done.

Other Resources

For further study
· Just Imagine by Roberts & Strickland
· Just Actions from the Social Policy and Parliamentary Unit (SPPU)

· 50 Ways of Improving Justice by Fay Foster and Miriam Gluyas (produced by the Justice Unit, Australian Eastern Territory)
Worship resources

· Invite staff from a local Salvation Army social services centre to share a little of what they do and the difference they are making
· Include a children’s story where you distribute lollies unevenly, then ask children both with and without how they feel

· Sing or listen to the song Hosanna by Brooke Fraser

· Display a YouTube Miniature Earth video clip (if the world were a village of 100 people) (e.g. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIUCTbi_XZs)

· Watch a clip from the movies Amazing Grace or Pay it Forward
· Have Child Sponsorship and Fair Trade brochures available 

SERMON 6
Dynamic disciples make disciples
Luke 10:1-12 (sending out of the 72 disciples)
Overview

Most of us know that we are expected to share our faith, but how? The most common answer seems to be this thing called ‘friendship evangelism’ but when pressed for what this means, there seems little understanding beyond ‘build relationships’. It’s as if people like the concept but don't really know what is expected of them – so do little. Using the story of Jesus sending out the 72 as its basis, this sermon provides a model for friendship evangelism – pray, go, stay awhile, meet needs, then tell about Jesus.
Topics: Sharing your faith, friendship evangelism
Outline

Introduction
I’d like to tell you the story of Harry. Harry was a tradesman. One day, he was called out to do some work at a church. He set off for the job, thinking today was going to be a straight-forward, run of the mill day, but he hadn’t banked on what would happen when Harry met Sally.

Sally was the receptionist and not only was she very attractive, she seemed really nice. Harry spent the whole morning trying to do his job, but all he could think of was Sally. He was racking his brain for a good pick up line. In the end, he went over to Sally, and conscious that he was in a church, gave it his best shot – ‘er, I’ve been thinking of getting a Bible and I was wondering if you could recommend one to me?’

Sally quickly recommended a couple and suggested to Harry that he might like to come on the Alpha course starting that week. As you can imagine, at that point, Harry was open to any suggestion Sally had to offer, and so quickly confirmed he’d come along – if Sally was going as well.

To cut a long story short, things didn’t work out quite the way Harry had planned. Things didn’t go anywhere with Sally, but they did with God and Harry became a Christian.

Over the next few days and weeks, Harry’s relationship with God blossomed. A new joy filled his heart and a love for God and for other people began to grow in his life. The good news of what God had done for him, and the hope God promised him for the future was almost too much for Harry to take. There was no way he could keep it to himself.

He began to feel a genuine desire, from deep within, to tell others about Jesus. Most of all, he wanted to tell his friend Frank about the change in his life. He thought to himself, ‘I’ve found what Frank is looking for. I have to tell him about it right away.’
The next day Harry arrived at work saying ‘Today is Frank’s lucky day. His life will be changed like mine!’ Lunchtime arrived, and Harry told Frank that he looked awful, his life was a mess and that he needed Jesus. As you can expect, lunch didn’t go too well. Frank felt offended and became defensive, and avoided Harry most of the afternoon. But Harry wasn’t put off – I’ll have another chance on Monday he thought!

That night, Harry was off to a party, so he decided to go well equipped. He got hold of a number of booklets, Christian books on various issues and a New Testament and stuffed them into every pocket he could find. He asked a girl to dance but it was hard going with so many books in his pockets, so he asked if they could sit down. Harry came straight out with the fact that he was a Christian and wanted to tell her all about it. She politely declined and went to find someone else to dance with.

Have you ever met any Christians like Harry? They mean well, and they usually want to tell people about their relationship with God with good intentions, but they just simply rub people up the wrong way because they are insensitive.
On the other hand, other Christians set out to be as inconspicuous as possible, not wanting anyone at all to know that they are Christian for fear of being perceived as weird or being left out. Perhaps some of these Christians started out like Harry, but after a few bad experiences, decided it was safer to keep their relationship with God to themselves.

It seems to me that both extremes are wrong, so today we’re going to look at a different approach that will hopefully leave you feeling that you can share your faith with others, without being a Harry.
A. Why should we tell others about Jesus?

So why should we tell others about Jesus? The short answer is that someone told you! The slightly longer answer is that there are good reasons for telling others about Jesus.

1. A command of Jesus

First, it is a command of Jesus. Did you know that the word “go” appears 1,514 times in the Revised Standard Version (RSV) of the Bible, 233 times in the New Testament and 54 times in Matthew’s gospel alone?

Jesus tells us to “go”:

“Go to the lost sheep...”

“Go and invite all you meet...”

The last recorded words of Jesus in Matthew are a direct command to go and make disciples:

 ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ (Matthew 28:19-20)

If we unpack this a little more, we see that this is a circular command.

The first thing we are commanded is to go and make disciples. ‘Go’ might be more accurately translated ‘while you go’. Making disciples should be a natural part of our lives! Some people argue that we can not make disciples – only God can – and so use this as an excuse to do little. While a person making a decision to follow Jesus is ultimately the work of God, we are clearly called to do our part. Otherwise, why did he give us this command!

Next, we are commanded to baptise them – help them become immersed in God – and to teach them.

What are we to teach them? ‘To obey everything I have commanded you’, which includes to ‘go and make disciples’. Therefore, the true mark of a dynamic disciple is whether they are helping make more disciples of Jesus.

B. So why don’t we?

I think deep down, we all know that we should be doing what we can to make disciples. So why don’t we?

One main reason is a feeling of inadequacy. We feel that we don’t really know what to do, that we don’t have the right answers, or that our friends simply won’t be interested. Maybe like Harry, we’ve started out enthusiastic, but after a few bad experiences, we’ve shut up shop.

The other main reason is that we simply don’t care enough. We know the Bible says that people who don’t believe in Jesus will face a life of eternal punishment, yet somehow we either think “that’s their problem’ or we don’t really believe that our loving God will actually allow this to our family members and friends.
I prefer to think it is the first, so I’ve got some good news for you. None of us will ever be adequate by ourselves – but we are with God. And in a few minutes, you won’t be able to complain you don’t know what to do anymore either.

C. How do we go about telling people about Jesus?

So how might we go about telling people about Jesus?

Many people see evangelism only in terms of people deciding to follow Jesus, yet we all know that there is an awful lot that happens before that.
To decide to follow Jesus, you need two things:

1. An open attitude to the gospel and toward God

2. A basic understanding of the gospel.
To look at this in reverse, no-one will decide to follow Jesus while anti or antagonistic. Something needs to happen to make them become open first. Similarly, if they don’t know about Jesus or that he wants them to follow him, they clearly won’t decide to follow him.

How do people become open to the gospel? For a few people, this is supernatural. The apostle Paul was knocked off his horse and heard Jesus speak to him in an audible voice. However, the vast majority of people become open due to relationships with genuine Christians who care about them.

The second part of this is that if we identify that someone is open to God, we need to help them explore Christianity by exposing them to the gospel and if interested, invited to follow Jesus.

In our reading today, Jesus sends out 72 people in pairs to ‘make disciples’. His instructions are to plead with the Lord of the Harvest for help (i.e. pray), then go out, enter homes and give them your blessing. Stay for awhile, heal the sick and as you heal them, tell them the Kingdom of God is very near. If the town refuses to accept you, warn them and move on – you've done your part and they have to make their own choice.

This provides a very clear and simple model for friendship evangelism. 
There are two issues we need to cover off before we get started. Firstly, when talking of models, we are not talking about a conveyor belt. There is no process or formula that if you push someone in, they’ll come out a Christian!
Secondly, one of key concepts here is genuine relationships. If you are only befriending people so you can evangelise them, they’ll smell the rat. This is not about manipulation, but it is about being intentional.
Let’s look at Jesus’ instructions a little more closely.

1. Pray
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’ (verse 2)

The first step must always be prayer. Ask God to give you specific names of people – friends, family members, work colleagues, etc. who do not follow Jesus. Write these names down, and commit to praying for them on a regular basis. If you’re going to hang out with them lots, you want them to be the right people!
2. Go
‘ Go!’ (verse 3a)

The emphasis here is on you doing something. Take some time to get to know the people on your list. Find out their interests and show an interest in them. 

3. Stay awhile
‘When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house … Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you …. Do not move around from house to house.’ (verses 5 and 7)

The key message here is to stay awhile. In other words, don’t spread yourself to thin. Decide to build deep relationships with a few people, and then be intentional about this. Hang out with them; have fun together, building your relationship.

4. Meet their needs
‘Heal the sick who are there’ (verse 9)

 I’m not sure how many people here will feel comfortable going out healing the sick, but what I believe this means is to meet their needs. The first key to this is to notice. Are they going through a tough time – take them a meal. Do they need a baby-sitter? Can you take their kids out somewhere with yours? Share your resources with them.

This is also where the corps family comes in as we can meet so many more needs together. We can provide marriage and parenting courses, social events, spiritual values training for children (e.g. through Kids Church), positive role models for their teenagers, etc.

5. Tell
‘… and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.”’ (verse 9)

Meeting their needs may open up opportunities to talk about your faith. If so, don't hesitate to seize these opportunities. If they know you truly care about them, it will become quite natural to talk about the things that are important to each of you.
This is also where the corps family comes in. If they are interested in finding out more about God, invite them to [add here whatever your corps offers as a first step – an Alpha course | Sunday meeting | small group, etc.].

People are typically more open to attending church for special events such as dedications, mother’s day, father’s day, Christmas and Easter, etc.; and at times of significant change in their lives such as the birth of a child, death in the family, etc. Keep an eye out for the right occasion for your friend.

6. What if they’re not interested?
 ‘But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that sticks to our feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.” I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.’ (verses 10-12)

Some people you hang out with just simply won’t be interested. That’s OK. If you have spent time with people, made a conscious effort to meet their needs, and taken the opportunity when it arose to tell them about your relationship with Jesus, that’s all God asks of you. At the end of the day, they need to make up their own minds.

Summary
Let’s be honest, most of us aren't too comfortable about asking our friends to kneel down in our kitchen to be led through the sinner's prayer. However, I believe we can all be intentional about hanging out with friends, getting to know them and looking for ways to meet their needs. And if the opportunity presents itself, we can share a little about our relationship with Jesus and if they are interested, invite them along to something here at church.

My experience is that when I have prayed for friends regularly and been intentional about building the relationship, all sorts of opportunities have arisen to talk about God. But when I haven’t, months have slipped by with little contact.

Application

So, who are the people God has put in your life that you should be ‘staying with’. Who are the members of your family, or friends or work colleagues that are not disciples of Jesus?

What is one thing you can do with each of these people over the coming weeks to be intentional about maintaining or building your relationship? What are their needs?
Let’s take a few minutes to pray for the people on your heart.

Other Resources

For further study
· Use the TSMP Evangelism Pathway workbook to confirm how your corps or centre helps bring people to faith in Jesus

· Run a TSMP ‘Friendships that Count – How to Share your Faith’ course

· Numerous how to share your faith resources are available such as ‘How to be a Contagious Christian’, ‘Just walk across the room’ and ‘Alpha’
Worship resources

· Hand out a bookmark or similar for people to record names of people for whom they wish to pray and bring to faith in Jesus (see Friends Prayer List in corresponding TSMP Dynamic Discipleship small group studies)
· Song: Go light your world

· Song: Pass it on (children to sing)

· Song: People need the Lord

· Song: You’re the God of this city

· Song: Mighty to save

SERMON 7

Dynamic disciples press on
Philippians 3:7-14 (pressing on)
Overview

Over the course of their lifetime, a dynamic disciple is likely to experience times of spiritual highs and sustained growth, but also times of spiritual decline and lows.

Paul tells us to press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called us heavenward. This sermon looks at the need to press on; seeking continual spiritual growth while persevering through the inevitable times of challenge to minimise our falls.
Topics: Spiritual growth, accountability, perseverance, temptation.
Outline

Introduction

We’re coming to the end of our series, but remember, being a dynamic disciple does not end here – it is a lifelong commitment to following Jesus.
We’ve learned that dynamic disciples are people who have decided to follow Jesus wholeheartedly. 
· As they understand His grace and love for them, they seek to love Him and others as much as they can.

· Their minds are being transformed, taking on His attitudes and character

· They have in place good habits to get to know God better. 
· They build up the church family and use their spiritual gifts to serve.

· They help those in need and fight injustice.

· They do what they can to help others decide to follow Jesus as well.

Wow – that’s quite a list and I don’t know about you, but I feel a little overwhelmed. We clearly can’t do this on our own! Thankfully, God by His grace has given us the Holy Spirit to help and guide us. Also, it’s comforting to know that it’s not about perfection, but it is about progress. As Paul writes:
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (v12-14)

Paul is talking about the need for perseverance. The Greek word for this is hupomone, which is defined as steadfastness or endurance. But it is more than just ‘hanging in there’. It is about moving forward, not letting anything take you away from your deliberate purpose.

The apostle Paul was amazing. In his second letter to the Corinthians, to argue against false teachers, he reluctantly shares a little of his efforts for Jesus:

Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, … I have laboured and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?

What a story of perseverance!

A. Why do we need to press on?
If you were to draw a timeline of your spiritual life, where time went along the bottom, and your passion for Jesus and spiritual maturity was measured up the side, what would your timeline look like?

	For example:
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I doubt you were born with a 10/10 relationship with God and have maintained it ever since! Instead, spiritual growth takes time and over your life, you will probably experience many highs and lows.

Take a moment to think about your own timeline:

· What are some of your spiritual highs? What led to these?

· Are there times when your line rose constantly over a period of time? What enabled it to grow?

· Are there times when your line dropped substantially? Were these sudden drops or more a slow erosion over time? What led to these lows?

Why do we need to press on?
1. Spiritual growth takes time and effort
When you first decide to follow Jesus, you may have a real love for Him, but you are unlikely to know much about being a dynamic disciple. You are what Paul refers to as a baby Christian (1 Corinthians 3:1-2). Why?

· It takes a long time to learn: to get to know and understand the Bible and what is expected of you.

· It takes a long time to develop: our attitudes and behaviours are continually being transformed. We make mistakes and need to learn from these. We need to learn how best to serve. The issues you face as a new Christian should be quite different to what you face having been on the journey for many years. 

Unless we press on, we will not grow.

2. Spiritual growth can regress

Think back to your timeline. I’m sure there are many times when your line was going down. Why? Because we are in a spiritual battle. Satan wants us to fail. He certainly does not want us following Jesus wholeheartedly!

Two of his main weapons are temptation and apathy.

Typically, we find our greatest temptations during our times of spiritual growth. In fact, we should be concerned if our faith is not being challenged, as perhaps Satan has decided we’re already lukewarm and ineffective?

There are many examples of this in the Bible. For example, when was Jesus tempted by Satan in the desert? After He had spent 40 days in close communion with God. He was probably on a real spiritual high, so Satan pounced.

What about Elijah? He won a great battle against the 400 hundred prophets of Baal, yet after such a high, he spent the next 40 days deeply depressed.

You may not be carried like Jesus to the top of a high mountain and offered the world, but you will be attacked. Perhaps you’ll have a fight with your spouse or say something inappropriate at work, and suddenly you’ll be overcome with doubt. You need to persevere to survive temptation.

The second area is apathy, losing your passion or love for God.
Most of Paul’s letters to the various churches were in part to address particular issues or heresies. However, his letter to the Ephesians was different – this was a letter of affirmation. Yet, in Revelation, while again affirming the church in Ephesus for its attitude to sin and its hard work, take note of the spirit’s message to this church:

 ‘Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen!’ (Revelation 2:4-5)

They had become too religious – a busy church but no longer doing things out of their love for God.
B. What do we press on with?
So what should we press on with to maintain and grow our love for God?
Think back to your timeline. It seems that we should consider all the activities that helped our timelines to grow, and keep away from anything that caused our lines to drop.

Most timelines have four main directions.

1. First, there are the times when our line goes up sharply, for example when we first decided to follow Jesus, or at a particular time of renewal. Perhaps we experienced a miracle, or said ‘yes’ to God in some way.

2. Next there are the times of consistent growth, where the line is going up steadily rather than sharply. Your relationship with God is healthy and vibrant. You are likely to be praying and reading your Bible regularly, perhaps meeting with other Christians, enjoying worship, serving, fighting for justice, etc.

3. Thirdly, there are times when your line is flat or going down slowly. This is the time when you are probably neglecting the investment in your relationship, and so over time, your zeal wanes.

4. Finally, there are the times when your line drops away rapidly. This is potentially because you’ve become disillusioned with God (e.g. after a catastrophic event when you felt God should have intervened) or when you have separated yourself from God (e.g. sin, choice of friends).

In summary:

	Line
	Activities
	Examples

	Sharp up
	· Acts of faith
· Events
	· Deciding to follow Jesus
· Baptism, enrolment

· Stepping out (saying ‘yes’ to God)
· Witnessing a miracle

· Retreats, conferences, courses

	Gradual up
	· Commitment to your relationship with God

· Fellowship

· Accountability
	· Personal quiet time, prayer

· Small group

· Great worship / teaching

· Prayer partner

· Service

	Gradual down
	· Lack of the above

· Complacency
	· Lack of the above

	Sharp down
	· Sin, guilt, regrets

· Events that make you unhappy with God
	· Doing things you know to be wrong

· Peer pressure

· Hardship or trauma
· Prayer not answered as you wanted


Putting all this together, here are six things that will help maintain you as a dynamic disciple of Jesus.

1. Work on your relationship with God daily
There is a very close relationship between perseverance and self-control.

 ‘For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance’ (2 Peter 1:5-6)

Why would Peter put the two together? You could say that perseverance is just long term self-control, or alternatively, that self-control is breaking down perseverance to be one day at a time.

What do we need to be controlled about? We need to spend time with Jesus in prayer, to read the Bible, to ask Him to guide our important decisions, to improve our attitudes and to build the fruit of the spirit in our lives daily, and every day.

2. Commit to learning

Many of the upwards lines on your timeline would have been from attending an event that provided you with a spiritual boost. But any activity that helps you learn more about Jesus and living His way is useful, including:

· Attending seminars or conferences: The Salvation Army runs a New Zeal or Congress event every two years. In between, how about attending an event such as Promisekeepers or Sistas
· Reading: there are thousands of good Christian books and resources. Make it a habit to read some of them, or if you’re not into reading, look for DVDs or watch Shine TV
· Studying: consider taking a course extramurally, or go onto the internet and download study material
· Having a personal retreat: go away for a day on your own just to study and draw close to Jesus

· Small groups: attending a small group is a good way to receive regular spiritual input.

Commit to doing whatever you find useful to learn more about Jesus and enhance your relationship with Him.
3. Fellowship with other Christians

There is no concept of Christians being on their own in the Bible. They always met together. Why? Because people who share the same life goals can encourage each other and provide a forum for questions and discussing difficult issues.

One of the best forums for such fellowship and discussion is becoming involved in a small group of believers who meet together for this purpose. Being in a small group also means that there should be people praying for you, and they become people you can turn to in times of need.

4. Acts of faith
When we say acts of faith, we are really referring to saying ‘yes’ to God. This could be by deciding to follow Him, or making a big commitment such as deciding to become a soldier or even an officer in The Salvation Army.
Many of our acts of faith are much smaller. We may be responding to God to help a stranger; to spend time with someone in need; to fight against injustice; to live more simply; or to serve within the church. As we follow His leading in our life, our faith is deepened. If God is prompting you, say ‘yes’!

5. Accountability

Anyone who has ever tried to improve their fitness will understand the benefits of having a fitness partner or being part of a team. The same concept applies to being a dynamic disciple. How much would you grow if you were involved in a relationship that holds you accountable for your spiritual growth, whether that is a spiritual friend, a mentor, accountability partner or small group?

Is there someone that you trust that you could meet with regularly, asking questions like:

· how is your relationship with God? What is He challenging you about?

· what do you want to do to improve your relationship with God, and how can I help you achieve them?

· are you involved in anything that you need to confess and stop?

6. Remove barriers

We’ve covered the main activities that help our timelines go up and stay up, but what about things that make our line go down rapidly?

These can be grouped into three areas:

1. Things that you do 

2. Things that others do

3. Things that God does.

We all do things we shouldn’t (or don’t do things we should). This is sin. It could be a major issue such as an addiction or affair, or much smaller like a bad word. It might be we’re hanging out with the wrong crowd. No matter what it is, the result is the same – God sees any sin as sin and this separates us from Him. When (not if) we sin, we must do something about it immediately, asking God for forgiveness and doing what we can to put things right. Addressing the sin immediately ensures that Satan never gets a foothold (Ephesians 4:27).

Secondly, there will be times that others do things that severely affect our relationship with God. Perhaps someone you trust lets you down or abuses you. Perhaps you have a major relationship breakdown with your officer or a key leader. The same principle applies. Do not let Satan get a foothold and do whatever you can to maintain the unity of the spirit. Even then, remember that we are all human – God is the only person we can truly trust.

Finally, there may be times when you become disillusioned with God. Perhaps you experience a major trauma and you question why God allowed this. 

Perhaps you feel your prayers are hitting the ceiling and you are starting to doubt God. Almost everyone feels like this at some stage. Even John the Baptist had doubts about Jesus (Luke 7:18-23). 

John the Baptist sent his followers to Jesus asking if he was ‘the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else’? Jesus sent them back asking them to tell John all that they had seen. Times of struggle are the times we need to persevere the most.

· Think about the times when things have been going well with Jesus and remember previous answers to prayer

· Re-read your favourite Bible passages 

· Pour out your heart to God. Tell Him how you feel. Read the Psalms – the writers were very honest with God about how they felt!

· Talk to someone you trust about how you’re feeling.

Everyone faces times of difficulty. Cling to God and the dry season will eventually pass.

Summary
A dynamic disciple is someone who is completely sold out to Jesus, but they recognise the need to keep pressing on because:

1. becoming all Jesus wants them to be takes time and effort. 

2. Satan wants nothing more than for them to stop following Jesus, or at least for their relationship to be lukewarm.

We started off by reflecting on the sheer impossibility of being a truly dynamic disciple. The standard is just too high. But the Holy Spirit helps us, and it’s comforting to know that it’s not about perfection, but it is about progress. As we read from Paul:

But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (v12-14)

May I encourage you to keep Jesus as your focus, pressing on and putting in place a range of actions to keep your relationship with Jesus healthy.

1. Work on your relationship with God daily: spend time with Him, read the Bible and ask Him to influence your daily decisions. Rely on the Holy Spirit.

2. Commit to learning. Read books. Attend at least one seminar or conference a year.
3. Spend time with other Christians. If you are not already in one, join a small group.

4. When prompted by the Holy Spirit, say ‘yes’!
5. Meet with at least one other Christian for spiritual accountability.

6. Seek forgiveness for sin as soon as it happens, and cling to Jesus when facing the inevitable times of spiritual difficulty.

Application

Where is your timeline right now and perhaps more importantly, in which direction is the line moving?

If it is tracking upwards strongly – great! Thank God for all He is doing in your life, but watch out, because Satan will be knocking. Is there someone praying for you? Do you have someone you can go to in times of need? What do you want to do to keep growing?

Is your line pretty flat? How is God speaking to you about increasing your dynamism? What do you need to do to say ‘yes’ to God?
Perhaps your line has actually dropped and you are experiencing a real spiritual low at the moment? Are you discouraged? Pour out your heart to God, and ask Him to reveal Himself to you again now.

Is it caused by your sin? Confess this and ask for forgiveness. 

Let’s all press on toward the goal, to win the prize for which God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus.

Other Resources

For further study
· Knowing God – study series available from the THQ Programme Department on developing your relationship with God.

Worship resources

· Introduce the concept of the timeline earlier in the service, asking people to reflect on their own spiritual journey
· Song: Be thou my vision

· Song: Standing on the promises – SASB 757

· Song: Keep on believing – SASB 773


