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Introduction
In 2010, The Salvation Army in New Zealand, Fiji and Tonga launched an extension to the Territorial Strategic Mission Plan (TSMP) referred to as TSMP: The Next Chapter, containing four updated goals.
The second goal is to increase the number of soldiers. Obviously, to increase the number of soldiers, we need to enrol new ones, but we also need to ensure our existing soldiers are active and taking their Soldier’s Covenant seriously.

This pack provides the basis for a Soldier’s Renewal Sunday – complete with theme, sermon outline, renewal card and meeting lead ideas.

The theme for this pack is No Regrets, based on the life of William Borden. As a 16 year old, on a round the world trip, Borden felt called to be a missionary to China. For the next 10 years, he had an amazing impact on his peers, while preparing for this service. Unfortunately, he died of meningitis on route, aged only 25. As his life unfolded, Borden recorded the phrases “no reserves”, “no retreat” and “no regrets” in the back of his Bible. As we look at these phrases and the circumstances that led to each being recorded, we’ll consider how these same phrases might apply to soldiers before offering the chance for recommitment.

You are encouraged to use these resources as you find useful.  The sermon is designed to take around 15 minutes, allowing plenty of scope for you to personalise it to reflect your own style and experiences.
	Additional Resources

With this booklet, you should have received two sets of Covenant Cards – Soldier’s Renewal bookmarks and No Regrets wallet cards.
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	In addition, the intranet contains a range of electronic resources to support this day. Head to https://intranet.sarmy.net.nz/, hover your mouse over the Strategic Mission Plan menu, and choose TSMP Resources Goal Two.
Resources available include:

	· Electronic copy of this sermon for editing

· Themed PowerPoint with sermon points

· DVD clip of funny military pictures

· Background images for advertising or using as a themed background for lyrics.
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Meeting Lead Ideas
These ideas are based on using the time leading up to the sermon to get people thinking about the topic so that they are more receptive to the message.
A suggested introduction is on the next page. This might be followed by a range of aspects that reinforce the themes of soldiership, Salvation Army history and “no regrets”.

Ideas for the Middle

· Testimony from a current soldier

· Responsive reading of the Soldier’s Covenant
· DVD clip of funny military pictures (available with this pack)

· DVD clip: The Book of Eli (49:20-52:00) when Eli is asked to hand over ‘the book’ to Carnegie – will he give up God’s call on his life to stay safe? http://www.thesource4ym.com/movieclipdiscussions/Discussion.aspx?id=249)

· DVD clip: Schindler’s List (42:56-46:53) – when Schindler talks about how he could have saved more people if he’d made different choices (http://www.thesource4ym.com/movieclipdiscussions/Discussion.aspx?id=179)
· DVD clip: The Three Amigos “I’m drawing a line” (49:40-53:10) – will the amigos choose to be real amigos or stay actors? (http://www.thesource4ym.com/movieclipdiscussions/Discussion.aspx?id=134)

· DVD clips from The Next Step – such as any of the history sessions in Section1: Think It, or the Montages in Section 3: Live It
· Announce a major step forward to be taken by the Corps in the next few months, requiring dedicated soldiers as leaders and workers 

· Possible songs about soldiers
· SASB 679 Be strong in the grace of the Lord

· SASB 690 Onward Christian soldiers

· SASB 696 Soldiers of our God arise (Storm the forts of darkness)
· SASB 817 Keep in step all the time

· Possible other songs: there are not many popular praise & worship songs with a militant or soldier theme so you may prefer to just use positive, uplifting songs from your normal repertoire. Songs we have found that have useful lyrics include:

· To the ends of the earth

· Touching heaven, changing earth
Ideas for a Response time
· Two sets of Renewal Cards are provided – for soldiers and non-soldiers

· You might also include cards for people to indicate that they are interested in considering soldiership

· Possible response songs

· SASB 525 Take my life and let it be 
· SASB 786 Take thou my life Lord

· Refresh my heart Lord

· The Potter’s Hand

· With all I am (Into your hand, I commit again …)

· Lord I give you my heart

· Complete (Parachute Band)

· Songs to finish on a high

· God of this City

· Great Awakening

· SASB 734 I’ll go in the strength of the Lord

Sermon and Introduction
No Regrets
Bible Reading: Luke 9:57-62 (three ‘would be’ disciples)
Introducing the Topic
William Borden was a young man who had a passion to make an impact for Jesus Christ. Borden was not satisfied with a second rate, half-hearted Christian existence. He wanted to make his one and only life count.

So, when God called him to ministry in China…he never hesitated. His friends thought he was absolutely crazy to waste his life overseas. You see, Borden was from a very wealthy family. He had always been sent to the finest schools. He was a graduate of Yale University and Princeton Seminary. But Borden understood that whenever God calls you to do something, it is never a waste of time. So he headed for China. Unfortunately, he died on the way – aged 25.

Was his life a waste? He probably could have lived a long life had he chosen a different path. But he considered God’s call the only call worthy of dedicating his whole life to. 
In the back of Borden’s Bible were written the words “no reserves, no retreat, no regrets”. William Borden had no regrets because he understood the value of his call.
Today is Soldier’s Renewal day – a day when we provide an opportunity for Salvation Army soldiers and adherents to consider the covenants they signed and re-commit their promises to God. But if you’re not a soldier, it will still be very relevant to you. 
We’ll use Borden’s life as our outline.

So if you were to die tonight, would you have any regrets?
Sermon Outline
Introduction

As has been mentioned, today is Soldier’s Renewal Day.

To be successful in anything, it’s usually important to maintain a focus on it, and a good way to maintain focus is by reviews. Professional sports teams review all their games. School parent-teacher interviews seem to have changed to be about goal setting for the child. Most workplaces hold performance reviews. If you’re like me, you’ll probably set goals for the year, then forget about them until the week before your next review – have you ever been amazed about how much can be achieved in that week!

A renewal day is similar. For some people, your commitment to God will be as strong as it has ever been. For others, perhaps some of your previous passion has waned and you know you’re going through the motions. Maybe your faith is a struggle, or maybe you’ve never decided to follow Jesus. Today is a chance for us all to consider our commitment to God, and particularly for soldiers to re-consider their covenant.
Why ‘soldiers’? The concept of being a soldier comes directly from the Bible. For example, Paul writes to Timothy:

 “Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 2:3)
“Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the battle well” (1 Timothy 1:18)
The bible also calls us to be focused soldiers:
“No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.” (2 Timothy 2:4, NASB)

The Apostle Paul considered himself a soldier:
“But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs.” (Philippians 2:25)
Christians believe that we are part of a spiritual battle between God and Satan, fighting to see God’s will on earth.
What is His will? It’s for the world to be the place He designed it to be. Where people have faith in God, and choose to follow Jesus.

Some people do not know there is a war on or they have no interest in the war. They have no desire to be a soldier. But they do want to reap the benefits of those who do fight such as justice, righteousness, peace, forgiveness, healing and true freedom; a better world, a better society, a better community, better marriages and families.
Other people may understand the need for soldiers, but don’t feel suitable – perhaps they don’t feel good enough, or brave enough. The reality is, none of us are good enough or brave enough. It’s a super-natural battle after all. But one God calls us to fight in with the power of the Holy Spirit.
So what is The Salvation Army concept of soldiership? Building on the Biblical concept, our Orders and Regulations explain that a soldier is someone who: 

‘has accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and who desires to fulfil membership of His Church on earth as a soldier of The Salvation Army.’

To become a soldier, a person signs a document known as the Soldier’s Covenant –containing the eleven statements of Salvation Army doctrine and a series of statements relating to the role of a soldier.
A soldier of The Salvation Army is first and foremost a convinced and committed disciple of Jesus. Secondly, they are committed to serving God in The Salvation Army, but this is much more than simply becoming a member. The covenant clauses cover almost every aspect of life. The expectation is that a soldier will see being a disciple of Jesus as the pre-eminent passion of life. The call of soldiership is a radical commitment to self-denial and service in the interest of others. This is of course impossible on our own. But we believe that with the Holy Spirit’s power, we can live the life God calls us to.
When someone becomes a soldier, they join the world-wide fellowship of soldiers currently serving in 120 countries.

1. No Reserves
In 1904 William Borden graduated from a Chicago high school. As heir to the Borden family fortune, he was already wealthy. For his high school graduation present, his parents gave 16-year-old Borden a trip around the world. As the young man travelled through Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, he felt a growing burden for the world's hurting people. Finally, Bill Borden wrote home about his "desire to be a missionary."
One friend expressed disbelief that Bill was "throwing himself away as a missionary." In response, Borden wrote two words in the back of his Bible: "No reserves."
What are reserves? According to Dictionary.com, they are things you ‘keep back or save for future use.’ We have lots of examples in every day life:

· In sports teams, reserves are available in case of injury or fatigue
· In finance, reserves are monies put aside in case of cash flow problems
· In the military, reserves are trained soldiers available in case a battle needs extras.

But Borden was not thinking about holding back, only engaging if needed. He was referring to giving his all to following Jesus.

Even though he was very wealthy, he arrived on the campus of Yale University in 1905 trying to look like just one other student. Very quickly, however, Borden's classmates noticed something unusual about him and it wasn't that he had lots of money. One of them wrote: 
"He came to college far ahead, spiritually, of any of us. He had already given his heart in full surrender to Christ and had really done it."
During these years, Bill Borden made an entry in his personal journal that defined what his classmates were seeing in him. That entry said simply: "Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to Jesus every time."
A life of no reserve is lived full-out for Jesus Christ. There is no holding back or holding out. 
The book of Revelation records messages from Jesus to seven early churches in the Roman province of Asia (modern day Turkey). The church in Laodicea was clearly holding back: 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16, 19)
Jesus clearly detests lukewarmness! 
So what does lukewarmness look like?

· It might be tolerance or moderation. We’ve brought into the notion of ‘each to their own’ and we mustn’t offend. Sexual immorality, using God’s name in vain, following mystic religions – that’s all none of my business, and besides, God will love everyone in the end…  That’s not what I read in the Bible

· We might call it comfort. Our lives are so comfortable we don’t really need to rely on Jesus. We’re not praying earnestly for our daily bread because we have it. We’re not praying earnestly for protection because we don’t need it.

· We might call it indifference. Deep down, do we actually really care whether our friends follow Jesus or not?
· Probably the best indicator of our faith is our prayer life. If we almost never pray, or all our prayers are what could be called health & safety prayers (God keep us safe as we go on holiday, God protect my children, God help me pass this test), our faith will almost certainly be lukewarm. The early disciples prayed for boldness to talk to others about Jesus. Lukewarm Christians don’t pray for boldness, because we don’t want it.

Instead, we’re often guilty of looking for a ‘get into heaven free card’. The problem is it doesn’t exist. In fact, here, Jesus tells the church in Revelation that He is so angry about their mediocre faith that if they don’t change, He will spit them out of His mouth.

Jesus doesn’t need followers. It’s not like He’s sitting in heaven so grateful for our support! “Thanks so much for coming to church to boost my numbers”. “Thanks for that bit of your money you give – I couldn’t do anything without it”. “Thanks for making me feel important by asking me to bless and protect you …”

Instead, it’s our privilege to follow Jesus and it comes with a cost. Matthew 16:24 records that
“Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24)

In our Bible reading, the second ‘would be’ disciple wanted to follow Jesus, but only after his father had died. Perhaps he was putting his family first? Perhaps he wanted to obtain his inheritance so that he would have financial security. Jesus basically replied “You’re holding back. I want you to live a life of no reserves”.
If you are a soldier in The Salvation Army, you signed a covenant like this:

‘I now call upon all present to witness that I enter into this covenant and sign these articles of war of my own free will, convinced that the love of Christ, who died and now lives to save me, requires from me this devotion of my life to His service for the salvation of the whole world; and therefore do here declare my full determination, by God's help, to be a true soldier of The Salvation Army.’

So how are you getting on? Are you devoting ‘your whole life to His service for the salvation of the whole world’, or are you holding something back?
If you’re not a soldier, you may not have signed this covenant, but Jesus still asks for this same level of commitment to Him. 
Like William Borden, have you decided “no reserves”?
2. No Retreat
Borden's first disappointment at Yale came when the university president spoke about the students' need of "having a fixed purpose." After that speech, Borden wrote: 
"He neglected to say what our purpose should be, and where we should get the ability to persevere and the strength to resist temptations." 
Surveying the Yale faculty and much of the student body, Borden lamented what he saw as the end result of an empty, humanistic philosophy: moral weakness and sin-ruined lives.
During his first semester at Yale, Borden started something that would transform campus life. He started meeting with a friend each morning to pray. Soon they were joined by a third and then a fourth. This small prayer group gave birth to a movement that soon spread across the campus. By the end of his first year, 150 students were meeting weekly for Bible study and prayer. By his third year, one thousand of Yale's 1,300 students were meeting in such groups.
Borden made it his habit to seek out the most difficult students and try to bring them to salvation. In his second year, the study groups divided up the class of 300 or more, with each person taking a certain number of individuals to try to reach for Jesus. The names were gone over one by one, and the question asked, 'Who will take this person?' When it came to someone thought to be a hard proposition, there would be an ominous pause. Nobody wanted the responsibility. Then Bill's voice would be heard, 'Put him down to me.'
Borden's outreach ministry was not confined to the Yale campus. He cared about widows and orphans and the disabled. He rescued drunks from the streets of New Haven. To try to rehabilitate them, he founded the Yale Hope Mission. One of Bill Borden's friends wrote that he "might often be found in the lower parts of the city at night, on the street, in a cheap lodging house or some restaurant to which he had taken a poor hungry fellow to feed him, seeking to lead men to Christ."
Upon graduation from Yale, Borden turned down some high-paying job offers. In his Bible, he wrote two more words: "No retreat."
In the Navy, when a captain was heading into a battle where retreat or surrender was not to be contemplated, he would order the colours to be nailed to the mast. Having the flag nailed up high, there would be no possibility of lowering it in the heat of the battle in order to raise the flag of surrender. With retreat not an option, crew members were motivated to fix their minds on how to best win the battle.
In the Bible reading, our first ‘would be’ disciple volunteered to follow Jesus, but Jesus warned him that there would be dark days ahead. 

Foxes have holes and birds have nests, which provide security from predators. But followers of Jesus have no such place to shelter. They should expect persecution, and it will take courage to face it.

William Borden did not retreat. He purposefully sought out people who would be difficult to lead to Jesus. He went down town to seek out and care for people in need. 

All Christians are called to do the same, but especially soldiers. Part of the Soldier’s Covenant reads:

I will be faithful to the purposes for which God raised up The Salvation Army, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, endeavouring to win others to Him, and in His name caring for the needy and the disadvantaged.

So how are you doing at following Jesus? Perhaps at one stage, you were fighting hard in the battle, but you’ve been wounded or hurt. Or you’re tired, or have doubts about why there even is a battle? Have you retreated? Are you retreating? Do you need to nail your spiritual colours to the mast, and once again say ‘No retreat”?
3. No Regrets

Borden's missionary call narrowed to the Muslim Kansu people in China. Once he fixed his eyes on that goal, Borden never wavered.
He went on to do graduate work at Princeton Seminary, then set sail for China. Because he was hoping to work with Muslims, he stopped first in Egypt to study Arabic. While there, he contracted spinal meningitis. Within a month, 25-year-old William Borden was dead.
Was Borden's untimely death a waste? Not in God's perspective. Prior to his death, Borden had written two more words in his Bible. Underneath the words "No reserves" and "No retreats," he had written: "No regrets."

Every one of us has done some things in the past we are not proud of. And each one of us has done some things that we cannot go back and restore, or fix, or make right.
But the biggest regret that we can have in our life is where we could have fulfilled the call that God has given us but we did not do it. Radical disciples understand that the call that God places on our lives is more valuable than any other call, aspiration, or desire and it must be answered.
In our Bible reading, our third ‘would be’ disciple wanted to check that it was ok with his family. By providing an example about ploughing, Jesus is saying you must keep pressing forward, never looking back – in other words “no regrets”. Borden could say “no regrets” because he had devoted his life to following Jesus.

Application
So how is your walk with Jesus today?
Are you prepared to take up your cross and follow Him, or are you holding back some reserves? Do you need to pray and ask Jesus for forgiveness and re-commit to following Him wholeheartedly?
Is it your desire to say yes to Jesus, no matter the cost? When Jesus gives you a difficult assignment such as standing up for Him or talking about Him to your friends, do you embrace it or retreat? Do you need to pray for boldness?

What call has God placed on your life? Are you in His will, or do you know deep down that you are out of alignment. When you come to the end of your life, will you be able to say “no regrets”?

Like Borden, are you prepared to say “no reserves, no retreat, no regrets”?

Perhaps you have been trying to follow Jesus, but you’ve been doing so in your own strength. Or you’d really like to live such a life, but you just don’t believe you can. To live a life of no regrets, you need the power of the Holy Spirit. If this is how you are feeling, I ask you to not leave today without having someone pray for you to be filled (or refilled) with the Holy Spirit.

Placed before you are two sets of specially prepared Renewal Cards.

The first is a small wallet card designed for everyone. Written on the cards is a promise – ‘I will live a life of no reserves, no retreat and no regrets’ with space for you to sign and date your card. We hope you will all come forward and treasure the card as a reminder of your commitment today.

The second is a bookmark specifically for soldiers that summarises the Soldier’s Covenant. If you are a soldier, we ask you also to prayerfully re-consider the importance of your commitment as a soldier within The Salvation Army.
If you are not a soldier, perhaps today you feel God prompting you to consider soldiership? If so, please talk come and talk to me afterwards.
Are you determined to live a life of “no reserves”, “no retreat” and “no regrets”? Please come forward and sign a renewal card as a reminder of your decision today.
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